




















gS 


acd SEE BACK or COVER. a 


+. Ta ~ 










= 


RELIGIOUS MONITOR, 


| DEVOTED TO THE PRINCIPLES oF THE RETORMATION,, as = FORTH IN THE ror- 


MULARIES ” OF THE WESTMINSTER DIVINES, AND “oF. THE “ 


CHURCHES IN HOLLAND. 





VOL. 1X: NGVEMBER, 1832. > NO: 6. 











————— 

_ CONTENTS. | 
pages 3 page. 

Reasons assigned for fasting on the occasion Letter from Prance,s 0.0 sevciecdvcctecvesces, 374 
of the dreadful plague the Cholera, or, the Synod of Ulster,******.sesseseccceesensves 380 
sins of our LIMES, - cocesecescesecssecers 321 Presbyterian Secession Church,. +. ++.0+++++. 982 i 
Memvirs of Mrs. Campbell, (concluded from Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, | 5 
page B1B,),.cceccvccevecccssecdseceses 335 commonly called Covenanters,,..0 0+ +0800 $83 ¥ 

The Life and Times of John Livingston,. . «« 350 Faiths. ccscccccrscecccesevessetenseseses 384 

ADonymous pampblets,....secrcesesseoeces 366 J Ecclesiastical Notices... sccessesscerscesses 384 





Instances-of diligence in reading the scriptures, 370 © 


° 
















‘Thus saith the Lord, s Se Naeem meena aah fen the old py where is the wa 
and walk therein, and ye sala et pour sol ‘ Jun or # 





EDITED BY A MINISTER OF THE ASSOCIATE CHURCH, 







ALBANY : 
PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY CHAUNCEY WEpSTER 


Two sheets —octayo. 





Ae a SS a =F 














hae 
ne; 


VOL. IX. 


NOVEMBER, 1832. 


THE 


RELIGIOUS MONITOR, 


AND 
Hvangelical Repository. 


NO. 6. 




















REASONS ASSIGNED FOR FASTING ON TME 
OCCASION OF THE DREADFUL PLAGUE 
THE CHOLERA, OR, THE SINS OF OUR 
TIMES. 

The prevalence of this dreadful malady 
has awakened the minds of men pretty gen- 
erally through the country to some serious 
apprehension of God’s anger. This is so 
far good, and compared with the indifference 
and contempt manifested by our brutish 
Atheists, it is praise worthy. Yet there is 
reason to fear that very many of those who 
are seriously concerned, have taken but a 
very superficial view of the matter. To take 
up this disease abstractly, and view it simply 
itself as the sole ground of fasting, would 
be wholly inadequate to meet our case as it 
stands under the eye of God. Suppose Is- 
rael had fasted simply on this ground, when 
the plague brake in upon them as fire, and 
cut off thousands, but wholly neglected to 
place before them the sin on account of 
which it was sent ; their Just for flesh on one 
occasion, the evil report which the spies 
brought upon the good land, on another, and 
the rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, 
on another; would that have been going 
thoroughly to work? would it have been a 
dutiful respect unto God, who had sent the 
plague on these accounts? or would it not 
rather have been acting like the heathen, 
who offer up sacrifices to the devil, in order 
that he may be induced to do them no mis- 
chief, and implicitly charging God with in- 
flicting a curse without a cause ? While we 
are bound to believe in accordance both with 
scripture and reasoa, that God sends it to 
every place and to every person to W hom it 
comes, for “is there evil in the city and the 
Lord hath not done it?” we must also be- 
lieve that sin is the cause, in every instance, 
which has procured it, “‘ For he doth not 
afflict nor grieve the children of men wil- 
lingly,” neither “‘ has he any pleasure in the 
death of sinners, but that they would turn 


Vol. rx. 


and live.” To be content with a gen- 
eral supposition, that sin is the procuring 
cause, without any particular inquiry after it, 
and to fast on this general ground, would have 
too much of indifference to have any degree 
of sincerity in it. And to fast without sing 
cerity, is a greater sin still, than that of which 
we were guilty before. Neither is it pos- 
sible to proceed on such general ground, and 
do it with understanding, without which we 
but dishonor God, and bring more guilt upon 
ourselves. if we be sincerely desirous to 
have the blessing of God applied for the ef- 
fectual cure of our evil disease, we will en- 
deavor to use all diligence to understand to 
the bottom our moral malady, viz: all our 
sins, what they are, and what their aggrava- 
tions are, that we may before Jehovah Ro- 
phi point with the finger at the sore, and say, 
heal me, O Lord. Could [ stand between 
the living and the dead and speak on God’s 
behalf, and show at this time of distress the 
true state of God's quarrel with men, it 
might aid the truly serious in the work of 
true humiliation, and take excuse away from 
the rest. With a humble dependence on 
Him whose work it is to convince the world 
of sin, I desire to contribute my mite to this 
work. 

From the history of this fearful plague 
hitherto, it appears that the drunkard and the 
unclean have for the most part been its vie- 
tims. ‘These sins in scripture account are 
exceedingly gross and debasing, and pecul- 
iarly offensive to God, Those who are ha- 
bituated to these sins have generally cast off 
all fear, especially the unclean, and set hu- 
man legislation at defiance. And therefore 
God takes them into hisown hand, *“* Whore- 
mongers and adulterers God will judge.” 
This he is now doing, and from his award 
they cannot escape. And it would appear 
that these sins have been prevailing over 
the world to an unparalleled and fearful ex- 
tent. It would therefore be extremely stu- 
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pid and hardened to deny that they are in 

rt the procuring cause of this Divine 
Sodenent ; but they are very far from being 
the whole cause. ‘They are but the fruit or 
visible etfect of a previous course of sinning, 
and in many cases the punishmet of sins of 
Jong continuance. Men do not come at once 
to these sins. There is a previous falling 
away from duty and a drawing near unto 
the paths of transgressors, and at length 
they come to that boldness in sin which re- 
fuses to be ashamed ; on account of which, 
God in righteous judgment removes his re- 
straints and leaves them to go the length of 
their own inclinations. The same thing 
might be observed of murder, theft, false 
swearing, profane swearing, fraud and de- 
ception, Sabbath profanation, and every 
other gross sin which abounds every where. 
God has le{t men to go this far on account 
of other sins, or courses of sinning, of which 
they are guilty, and because they have refu- 
sed to be reclaimed While therefore we 
would confess and lament the bold pertenaci- 
ty with which men. in all ranks, from the 
highest ruler in the land, to the most cbscure 
citizen, pursue the gratification of the vilest 
passions, we ought to remember that there 
are other sins of long continuance, though less 
apparent to the eye of carnal reason, that 
have been gradually leading the way to 
these. 

The drunkard, the unclean and openly 
Vicious, are not the only persons with whom 
God is offended ; but also al] others who are 
in any way accessary to the prevailing sins 
of the times. And we much question 
whether avy one can justly say | am clean 
of it. In evidence of this, ] would point to 
the effects and consequences of this dreadful 
disease. Besides the thousands that are 

ssing in unto the judgment-seat to receive 
their eternal doom, what a multitude of 
widows and orphans are left in its course ! 
What a huge number are effected by it in 
their health and constitution. It puts a stop 
to business wherever it comes. The la- 
bourer is threatened with starvation, and his 
employer, with bankruptey. The skill of 
the physician is confounded. And the whole 
of community is filled with terror and con- 
sternation This judgment, like the stone 
let fall into the lake, disturbs the whole of 
society and sends its ripple to the farthest 
shore. Shall we not be c rrect then in re- 

rding it as a token of God’s displeasure 
with ali. Besides this there are so many ways 
of becoming accessary to other men’s sins, 
that it can hadly be supposed any should be 
entirely elear. When the gratification of 


the particular fleshly lust which we encour. 
age, subserves the gratification of the lusts of 
others, we are a partaker in their sins. And 
1 know not any lust that subserves more 
wickedness than the love of money. It is 
it which makes and sells intoxicating ]j- 
quors to the dgunkard, that rents houses to 
whoremongers and harlots, that hires horses 
and carriages, boats, &c. &c. to the Sabbath 
breaker. ** It is the root of all evil.” And 
he who gives it place in bis heart, is partaker 
in other men’s sins toa fearful extent. When 
we do not use the means in our power to 
prevent sin, or dissuade from it, and show 
not by our example that we abhor it, nor 
pray against it, we become partakers. In 
this way what multitudes of temperate, 
chaste and moral people, are partakers with 
the drunkard, the unclean and the vicious of 
every name! When we act on the same 
or similar principles, we become partaker, 

nd may justly be classed with transgressors, 
By rejecting the gospel, or not accepting it, 
we class ourselves with the barbarous heathen 
and belung tothose companies which delight 
in barbarity. By corrupting the purity of 
the gospel in any way, we become a_party 
with ‘*the mother of harlots and abomina- 
tions of the earth,” and stand exposed to her 
plagues. In fasting at this time, every one 
who wishes to act fairly, ought seriously to 
consider in what ways and to what extent 
he has become accessary to other men's sins ; 
because in this way ef viewing the case he 
may come nearer to having that view of it 
which God has. 

In considering this present judgment we 
ought not to view it alone, but as one of 
many which God has been sending in sue- 
cession for the same causes. ‘There have 
been all over the earth very many local vis- 
itations before this, by the sword, the famine 
and the pestiwnce. The great part of it has 
been, and now is, distracted by civil commo- 
tion and revolutionary convulsions—South 
America in particular. Jt is not yet many 
years since this country was visited by the 
sword and the effects still exist. The agri- 
cultural and commercial community received a 
shock on the occasion from which it has per- 
haps not yet recovered. The immense proper- 
ty consumed by fire and water, in divers pla- 
ces, from year to year, cannot rightly be view- 
ed with indifference by any. Almost every 
scason, for years pest, the rain of heaven has 
been denied to some portion of the country. 
God has likewise given commission to vari- 
ous tribes of insects to destroy the fruits and 
productions of the soil. And if we look high- 
er, we shall see great and fearful spiritual 
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judgments that have been sent. I call the 
utter disregard to the glory of God and the 
salvation of the soul, which actuates perhaps 
the large majority, a fearful judgment from 
God. On others there has fallen “ a spirit. 
of slumber and deep sleep,” from which it 
would seem they cannot be aroused to think 
of any danger threatening the truths of 
Christ and the church of God. Almost 
every ecclesiastical community teems with 
the seeds of discord. So to speak, * every 
man’s sword is turned against his brother, and 
every man against his neighbour”? Very 
many strong delusions are sent, and multi- 
tudes are believing and glorying in a lie. A 
brood of serpents are coming in upon the reli- 
gious community, pretending to great supe- 
rior light and holiness in Bible religion, but 
in fact, crafty, designing hypocrites, that are 
secretly working for infidelity and atheism. 
Yet the hardihood, or the blindness of men, 
have enabled them either to overlook or 
disregard ALL these judgments. But God 
has at length sent this, which is forcing men 
to pause and reflect. He is speaking aloud, 
so that all shall hear and take notice, that he 
has a quarrel with them of lofg standing, 
which sooner or later mast be settled. 

The particulars of this quarrel ought in 
our confessions to be distinctly acknowledg- 
ed. But all that we can reach is but a general 
view of some things, which are exceedingly 
offensive to the Most High, and tim spring 
of that frightful flood of immorality which is 
now overflowing the earth. 

First, God must have a quarrel with those 
nations who have not the gospel among them ; 
because by their laws and superstitions they 
have kept it from entering among them. ‘To 
have such laws or customs, as are incompatible 
with the free admission of gospel ordinances, 


amounts to the same as a formal rejection of 


Christ and his salvation. And is not this a very 
great sin? a sufficient ground of quarrel ? 
And does not every year and every genera- 
ticn of its continuance add greatly to its ag- 
gravation ? And in as much as the gospel 
enlightens the mind, mollifies the heart and 
disposition and ameliorates the entire condi- 
tion of society, this barring of it out becomes 
justly chargeable with all that crime and 
misery which it would have prevented and 
done away. That this charge is brought 
justly against the greatest part of the unen- 
lightened nations of our globe, will be denied 
by few, who consider the nature of those 
difficulties, with which missionaries, in those 
countries, have to contend. For it may be 
presumed that if the nations themselves 
made no objections, thousands of individuals 


would be found, where now there cannot be 
ten, willing to go and instruct them. In- 
stead therefore of making their want of the 
gospel an extenuation of their savage crimes, 
as is frequently done, and even a plea for 
their salvation by the light of nature, this 
very thing isa ground for severe judgments, 
in the present life, and will be found suffi- 
cient for their eternal condemnation at last. 

Second, God cannot but be offended with 
many both in Europe and America, North 
and South, for an offence as old as the days 
of the Apostles, viz. the first working of the 
Anti-christian spirit. _Whenonce any error 
in doctrine or immorality in practice is fully 
set agoing, and the father has taught it to 
his children; the circumstances which at- 
tended its first introduction, and the notorie- 
ty of its repugnancy to the gospel, pass away, 
and are forgotten. Future generations arise, 
and find that it has been im the church be- 
fore their day, and hastily conclude that it is 
the good old way, and that any thing diffe- 
rent must be innovation. And thus the 
antiquity of the evil, which is one of its 
greatest aggravations, is confidently brought 
to sanction it. but the eye of the Omni- 
scient takes a very different view of the 
matter. There is no forgetting or growing 
out of date with him. Its stt/din his view, 
through a thousand generations, ‘‘ the sine 
of Jeroboam who made Isruel to sin.” 
« They consider not in their heart (says he) 
that | remember a// their wickedness, now 
their doings have beset them round. They 
are before my face.” Hos. vii. 2. ©The 
Lord hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, 
saying, surely I will newer forget any of 
their works.”’ 


~ 


Amos vii. 7. The first 


encroachment, which daring and crafty men , 


made upon the doctrine of the gospel and 
the purity of its worship, has not been for- 
gotten. And how should it? seeing one 
generation of corrupters has handed it down 
to another, with additions, until it has come 
to our own times, and more, far more, in 
Europe and America take part with ¢/, than 
with the truth. And now it 13 encreasin 

at a prodigious rate, in both hemispheres, ( 

mean Roman Catholic faith). Have not 
then the men of this generation served 
themselves heirs to that first corruption of 
the truth, and all its subsequent additions ? 
They certainly have. And who that believes 
the Bible to be the infallible diction of the 
Spirit of God and has read the Apocalypse, 
can doubt, that the God of truth has been 
for ages, and is now pleading a quarrel against 
them, in all the judgments which he sends 
upon them, and by this cholera also. And if 
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they repent not of this great wickedness, but 
one doom awaits them, namely, utter de- 
struction. It is a fearful reckoning which 
awaits that system of iniquity. It is 
chargeable with despising all the judgments 
which God has sent to awaken men, “for 
they have not repented of the works of their 
hands, that they should not worship devils, 
and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and 
stone, and wood—neither repented they of 
their murders,” &e. Rey. ix. 20,21. It 
is chargeable with the blood of prophets and 
saints and of all that have been slain on the 
earth. Ch. xviii. 24. With the most dia- 
bolical deceptions,—the most fearful blasphe- 
my against God, and cruelty to the souls of 
men. It is 2 “ Mystery of Iniquivy.” 
When therefore the judgments of God fall on 
the besotted advocates of it, they cannot be 
expected to bea light thing. 

Third, We do not mistake in setting it 
down for certain that God is offended at the 
different churches of the Reformation. The 
Reformation was a great deliverance. And 
the light which shone upon the method of sal- 
vation, by free grace, was a marvellous bles- 
sing. And the attainments of those churches, 
in respect of doctrine and worship, and private 
christian practice, were truly great. But they 
have lightly esteemed it all. ‘They say not- 
withstanding all the manifestations of his di- 
vine power, wisdom and mercy in these things, 
Is the Lord among us? They are a:/ charge- 
able with having ‘‘left their first love.” And 
the love of many, very many, has even waxen 
very cold. ‘This is now an old sin, and 
very few know any thing about it. We 
think ourselves no worse than our fathers, 
and our children no worse than us, and so 
the most part think nothing at all about it. 
Yet it is a fact, which can be proved, beyond 
contradiction, and one that weighs heavy in 
God's account. ‘To fall from their first love, 
is as much as to say, it is not worth loving, 
and that the wonderful chain of events by 
which God brought the Reformation about, 
are not worth regarding or remembering. 
It evinces a kindred spirit with those who 
have refused to admit the gospel among then- 
selves, and gives them countenance. It is 
kindred to that spirit of anti-christ which has 
so lung, and so fearfully, corrupted the truth. 
And it is the spring of all the sins and back- 
slidings which prevail and abound in these 
churebes, and which are manifestly leading 
them back again to the darkness, supersti- 
tion and wickedness of popery. I would 
here enumerate a few of the fruits of this 
leaving of first love, for which these 
ehurches ought to blush before the Most 
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High. Ist. An habitual cold formality in 
all duties of religion, secret, private and 
public. If sound doctrine be preached ; if 
the peculiar tenets of a scriptural profession 
be outwardly respected ; if the forms of 
family religion be preserved, many are con- 
tent, anc at ease, while God is sayiag— 
** Their words are good, but their hearts are 
not sincere’’—* they draw near me with the 
mouth and honour me with the lip, but their 
heart is far from me.”? 2d. It has issued in 
the disuse of the higher and more spiritual 
ways of exercising a devotional spuit. Per- 
sonal and family fasts, which were frequent 
in the davs of first love, when then conscience 
was tender are fallen out of practice. So 
also in personal covenanting—-frequent, close 
self-exan.ination on the all absorbing ques- 
tion, “‘whether we be of the faith”—humble, 
grave and affectionate experimental conver- 
sation— private social meetings for prayer— 
and the prompt and affectionate application 
of Christ’s rule for the removing of offences, 
and instead of a spiritual and loving vigilance 
over. each others edification, have come 
whisperings and evil surmisings. 3d. It has 
produced a Vast multitude of ignorant pro- 
fessors, who know not why they belong to 
such a church, farther than that they have 
been brought up in her, or, because they 
find it most convenient to attend there, or, 
because they have no opportunity of going 
any wWere else. 4th. It has produced a 
most criminal neglect in very many, even of 
the outward forms of duty. The burden of 
catechising the family, is conveniently shifted 
on to Sabbath Schools, or, where these un- 
authorized substitutes, happen not to be, it 
is thought too oppressive to the children. 
Family worship is first omitted in the morn- 
ing and performed in the evening, when ex- 
hausted and half asleep—then it is omitted 
through the week and done on Sabbath only. 
It is abbreviated toa short prayer, and finally 
it is left off altogether. Public ordinances 
are also attended with many difficulties. 
** They are too far off; the roads are bad; 
it has the appearance of rain; I am indis- 
posed ; 1 must put myself under medicine ; 
J am too much exhausted by the labours of 
the past week ; I must go out to receive 
the fresh air; my friend has no other time 
to call on me.”? By some such reason, mul- 
titudes excuse their absence from the place 
of worship. In the city, attendance in the 
forenoon is thought enough, and in the coun- 
try once in two or three, or, perhaps, even 
six weeks! As for secret prayer, it is rarely 
thought of. 5th. It is to the same cause 
we are to look for the reason that so very 
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many make no profession. For when love 
is cold, parental vows are forgotten, and the 
instruction of children neglected, and exam- 
ple is unimpressive, and they grow to man- 
hood without being made to understand that 
Baptismal vows have any claim upon them, 
or that they are responsible so soon as they 
come to the years of discretion. When all 
diligence has been used in giving instruction, 
it May be ineffectual, because God is sove- 
reign, but when the means are not used at 
all, they must be ineffectual. It were as 
presumptive and absurd to expect youth to 
be seriously impressed with their obligation 
to profess Christ, as to expect a crop without 
sowing any seed. It is therefore clearly 
owing to this, that so very many make not 
a profession, and look on all the attention or 
support which they may give to the church 
as aGratuity. When the Lord’s dying 
Jove is celebrated they are spectators, and 
when they fall into outward sin, they hold 
that cliurch discipline has nothing to do with 
them. 6th. It has brought forth a carnal, 
worldly, time-serving spirit, which is mani- 
festing itself on all occasions, but especially 
on the holy Sabbath. It is shocking to think 
of the hardihood and perseverance with 
which professors indulge in carnal, irreverent 
and profane talk on that day. It is con- 
tinued to the very minute at which worship 
begins, and it is scareely concluded, before 
their minds bound away to it again. Ah! 
how different was the converse in the days 
of first love! 7th It has almost extin- 
guished a public spirit. Hence the inditfe- 
rence and insensibility to the true interests 
of the church, and the circumscribed and 
selfish measure of our regard which appears 
in all we do. If the leaving of first love 
bring forth fruits so dishonouring to God 
and destructive to the kingdom of Jesus 
Christ; it must be an offence of high ag- 
gravation and there is but one final issue to 
which it will bring the affairs of any reli- 
gious society, viz. ‘* The removal of the 
candlestick out of its place. 

But the leaving of first love is not all. 
The majority of the churches called Reform- 
ed have obscured and corrupted the doctrines 
of Christ. They have mutilated or set aside 
the ordinances of worship, government and 
discipline, and in their place, have set upthe 
inventions of their own hands ard heads, 
and they have returned to the spirit and 
principles of popery, from which they set out. 
This has not been done in a corner, but be- 
fore all Israel, and before the sun—and done 
under circumstances which make it sin of the 
scarlet andcrimson dye. For there is scarcely 


any of these churches which has not, at some 
time of their existence, come under the most 
solemn obligations to continue steadfast in 
the truth, as it had been attained in the Re- 
forming period, and endeavour by all scrip- 
tural means to transmit the same unimpaired 
to succeeding generations. What less than 
perjury is their deserting that cause now, and 
advocating doctrines that are exactly the op- 
posite? Many may affect to despise the idea 
of us being held bound by engagements en- 
tered into generations and perhaps centuries 
ago; but if it be not so, if bodies corporate 
be not bound by their own moral engage- 
ments, to the last moment of their being, then 
all mankind are deceived, and the pledged 
faith of nations is nothing worth. But 
suppose the majority of Christian professors 
should still deny it, it will not alter the mind 
of Jehovah, nor hold back his judgments on 
account of it. 

It is this falling from first love and this 
deciension from the truth, that has brought 
about the present alarming state of things 
at which even sinners are appalled. For it 
is impossible that men can reject the truth, 
in the face of so much evidence, and disre- 
gard the solemn pledges that had been given 
to it, without attaining to a degree in hard- 
ness of heart and blindness of mind, that pre- 
pares for all evil. 

First, it has prepared men for over- 
looking or disregarding altogether, the ma- 
ny indications of divine displeasure which 
have been given in sucsession, and with 
increasing severity. To a reflecting mind, 
it is undeniable, that the churches which 
have sprung out of the reformation, and 
those countries where they are situated, have 
been often reproved in various ways, some 
of which are specified above. But they have 
“hardened their necks.” ** They speak not 
ariglt.” Many never look above the second 
cause, never recognize the voice of God in 
the afflictions that beset them round. Many 
speak like the Philistines and say, “it isa 
chance that happened to them,” ** they have 
had bad duck.” ** They have had very~hard 
JSortune, &c. And others, scarcely besiow 
more attention on God’s rebukes than brute 
beasts. Is not this conduct, in those who 
have heen so highly favored, grievous provo- 
cation to the Most High? Is it not sufficient 
to awaken his wrath and indignation, which 
has at length, as we see, broke forth in this 
dreadful pestilence ? 

Second, it has prepared them for acting 
hypocritically with their Witness and their 
Judge. This is a sin of a deeper color 
still. For it is daring to insult Him 
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to his face. Is any saying, where is it? 
I would almost answer, where is it not? 
It is where formality in religion prevails 
—where “they profess to know God, but 
in works deny him—where they have 
the form of Godliness, but deny the power 
thereof.” It is in that charity which con- 
trives always by some means to let its good 
deeds be known to the world, but perhaps 
no where so much as where it is the most 
shocking wickedness—in professions of fast- 
ing and humiliation. There are fasts fre- 
quently given out, and professors meet and 
make public confession of many sins, and 
then without the least hesitation, act the same 
part over again, whereas sincertiy would re- 
quire at least, some reformation. Sach fast- 
ing is itself a gross provocation, and if we 
have in this manner fasted at this time, it 
will be another offence added to the past of 
the most aggravated nature. What are 
those noisy reformations and multitudinous 
conversions which vanish like a dream and 
are forgot by the subjects of them, if they 
are not gilded hypocrisy and self deceiving? 
What is the great proportion of that pious 
narrative which pours down in torrents from 
the pulpit and the press? Who are they that 
will substantiate it, by sober unvarnished 
facts? How great a sin this is, let the 23d 
chapter of Matthew declare. 

Third, it has prepared men for open and 
daring transgressions of the moral law. Cer- 
tainly this will need no proof toa sober think- 
er, that men have come this length. For this 
is to be seen and heard continually. This is 
published every week and every day in the 
papers. This is attested by the courts cf jus- 
tice—the executions—the state prisons, and 
houses of correction. This is seen in the 
fact of temperance associations. And yet 
all these discover not the half of the open 
transgression, There is very much escapes 
the vigilance of justice. There is much that 
human law cannot reach, but there is far 
more connived at, by men intrusted with the 

reservation of moral order, or carelessly al- 
Speed to pass. What uncleanness! what 
deceit ! what perjury, profane swearing, and 
sabbath profanation abounds! And if peo- 
ple will but calmly look into the matter, it 
cannot be doubted that all this has sprung 
from the dereliction of truth before stated. 
What a tremendous length have people come 
in sin, by the time that a candidate for gov- 
ernor will lose his election by a mere sur- 
mise that he is so far in favor of the laws of 
heaven as to be opposed to sabbath mails!! 
And this is represented by a public editor as 
a slander on the man’s character !! What 
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farther can ti.ey go except to declare open 
war with God!! All this was done by a peo- 
ple who have received from heaven a fat 
land, and a good ; great civil freedom, peace 
and quietness on every side, and all good 
things. Reader is it any wonder that he 
who cannot look on sin but with abhorrence, 
has sent into the land this fearful pestilence? 

Fourth, it has prepared and also brought 
forth abundance of infidelity and atheism. 
There is a difference it is true, to be obsery- 
ed here. There are some that openly avow 
their creed, and try hard to be consistent. 
They are for no christian institutions, no 
sabbath, no marriage, no unequal distribution 
of property or power, but all things in com- 
mon. There are others, that under the mask 
of political views and principles, and an ex- 
traordinary care and anxiety to keep church 
and state from mixing together, are aiming, 
if they could, to cut themselves loose from 
all responsibility to God’s moral government, 
and to be their own absolute and sole pro- 
prietors. But there are others, that are bap- 
tised. and go to church, and appear among 
christians,as “Satan among the sons of God,” 
but yet not with A7s decency, for they come 
to hold in derision and contempt the offer of 
a full and everlasting pardon which the Eter- 
nal Son of God makes to them. These, 
there is much ground to fear, are the most 
namerous, and certainly they are the most 
vile and wicked of all the different classes 
of infidels, and also the most dangerous. 
What an liorrible spectacle in an age of bi- 
bles, and enlightened reason !! How shock- 
ing the contrast between these and that state 
of advancement beyond the measure of our 
fathers in spiritual light and purity to which 
we are ever pretending! and how much 
more so when it is known that that light 
and purity of which we so loudly boast, is 
the very parent that hath brought this mon- 
strous infidelity forth! ‘ The light that is 
in us is darkness.” If a man will consist- 
ently walk (as many do) in this NO creed 
light, | know not where it is possible for him 
to arrive at last, except among that last or- 
der of infidels. But how great and enor- 
mous is the sin of all this! How insulting to 
Him that hath in his infinite kindness made 
the truth to shine with noon-day brightness, 
and multiplied testimonies to it beyond num- 
ber! How far it is possible to go in pro- 
fessing Godliness and be at heart infidel, 
cannot be known; but there is too much 
evidence for believing that they sit down at 
the Lord's Table, and even take solemn 
ordination vows, and profess to speak in 
Christ’s stead, and continue infidel still. 
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And if so, what are such professions in the 

view of the All-seeing Eye ? Will he not 

say ‘* When ye come to appear before me, 

who hath required this at your hand to tread 

my courts. Bring no more vain oblations, in- 

cense isan abomination tome,” Is.i 12,13. 

Fifth, another class of transgressions that 

may be traced to the same origin, is, re- 
fusing to be ashamed or reclaimed. In 

scripture account this is in some cases a 
greater sin than any that hath gone before 
it. Because it justifies all the courses of 
our iniquity and basksliding, evinces a de- 
termination to continue in them, and it de- 
spises the last offer of pardon, and stands 
out boldly to meet the judgments of the Al- 
mighty ; for ‘* he, that being often reproved 
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be de- 
stroyed, and that without remedy.” Prov. 
xxix. 1. In various ways God has testified 
against our backsliding courses; sometimes 
by sending temporal strokes and sometimes 
by spiritual ones, whereby the fruit of our 
own doings has plainly told us our sin and 
offence. The works of our own hands have 
often reproved us. He has turned our wis- 
dom to foolishness. All this may be seen 
in the issue to which many of those schemes 
for enlarging the borders of the visible 
church, at the expense of truth, have come. 
They have not produced the desired effect, 
but the opposite, in many instances. And 
besides this, God has had his witnesses on 
the stand during this long course of defec- 
tion and revolt, who have without ceasing 
testified against it. There have still been 
some that have spoken for God and lifted up 
their voice like a trumpet. Still a few that 
have dared to arraign and try the corrupt 
doctrines and practices of their time, and ju- 
dicially condemn them. But they have not 
been regarded, because they were the few, 
very few, sometimes not the most talented, 
generally poor in this world’s goods, and 
from their own principles averse to pompous 
appearances. Frequently they have been 
derided and their testimony despised. Nev- 
ertheless it was God’s reproof, and as it 
leaves backsliders and apostates without a 
covering to their rebellion, so it will be found 
to have weight in the day when God reck- 
ons with them,—‘‘ Because | called and ye 
refused, because I stretched out my hands 
all the day and no man regarded, therefore, I 
will laugh at your calamity and mock when 
your fear cometh.”? Would it be any reason 
of complaint if now, when we call, Ae would 
not hear, nor let our prayer pass through. 
And it behooves us to see whether this has 
not in several instances been the case. 







































Have there not been cities where many 
prayers were offered and fasts observed on 
purpose that God might avert this dreaded 
cholera, which have nevertheless been more 
severely visited by it, than some others! 
Such a thing in the moral government of 
God must have a meaning, and if it be not 
what I have hinted, what is it ? 

There is yet another view of our sins to 
which | would direct the attention of serious 
people, viz. our national sins and the gene- 
ral character of public men. 

The general character of most public men 
here and in Europe, is that they stick at 
nothing, however gross its immorality, that 
will serve their purpose, hypocrisy, false- 
hood, deceit, bribery, and perjury. And 
their main purpose is their own aggrandize- 
ment, not the public good. The politics of 
our times have no use or place for the Moral 
Law. Dissipation and profanity are their 
attendants. It is most affecting to read of 
the boldness with which the Holy Sabbath 
is profaned, by diplomatic conferences and 
the journies of public characters. In Europe, 
the aggregate of political effort goes at pre- 
sent either to support the Jiivine rigat, or 
to assert the rights of the people. The first, 
both name and thing, is one of the cursed 
blasphemies invented by the Pope,in which 
he pretended that as God’s vicegerent on 
earth, he had a right to dispose of crowns 
and kingdoms, and that right which he pre- 
tended to give, is what is called, at this day, 
the divine right of kings, and for this, it is, 
they are contending. The other object of 
political pursuit, under a very good and im- 
posing name, is a thing truly not any better. 
For, in settling the rights of the people, there 
is no account whatever made of the rights 
and prerogatives which the scriptures claim 
for God, so far as I can perceive. The 
United States is young in years and old in 
sin. The God of nations gave them the 
portion of goods that fell to them, a large 
and fair inheritance, it surely was, but by a 
prodigious prodigality they have alread 
nearly destroyed it all. By political dissi- 
pation, their strong and sound constitution is 
brought to the verge of ruin—its vitality 
greatly impaired, and they are threatened 
with a premature death. And only a speedy 
return to a sense of duty to the Moral Ruler 
of nations, and a thorough reformation can 
prevent it. But it is scarcely possible that 
the foul blot of their perfidy to the abori- 
gines, especially the Cherokees, can ever be 
wiped away. To the last moment of their 
being, it will be a fact on record, that the 
most solemn engagements could not bind 


Fe nS ae 


a ee 
— 


LK 
, 
Wy 
: 
i 
; 











i | 
ht 








335 MEMOIRS OF MRS. CAMPBELL. 


them to do bare justice to a few helpless but 
deserving Indians. And further, they still 
tolerate and countenance the horrors of sla- 
very; and if their fame should reach to 
the ends of the earth for liberty, indepen- 
dence and equal rights, this also, will be told 
in contrast, and prove it to be but another 
name for despotism in miniature. Nay 
more; the cry of it will reach to heaven, 
and it will in due time be answered. It 
must also stand recorded as a national sin 
that the Post Office law violates the Sab- 
bath, and that after it was, in the most press- 
ing manner, petitioned to be repealed, the 
public authorities refused under the shallow 
and hypocritical pretence of not legislating 
in religious matters. 

These are but a few of the general heads 
of our transgressions against the Most High, 
which have provoked him to send his awful 
judgments. 

I would next offer a few remarks on the 
duty of fasting at this time. This cholera 
may subside, but the proper season for this 
duty is not yet past. 

(To be Continued.) 
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[Concluded fiom page 318. ] 

The next day, being July 11th, I came 
home to Torrich from Muirtown, being 
composed, contented, and comforted in my 
spirit. That morning, before I left Muir- 
town, I got an opportunity of speaking 
with Mr. T. H. for the space of three 
quarters of an hour I vented to him in as 
few words as I could, how good God had 
been to me these two days before, and that 
there was nosuch debtor as I. I told him 
of two things I was afraid of. One was 
that I should become slack in prayer for 
those things with which I was before so 
anxiously taken up, because I had sub- 
mitted to be denied. He having spoke to 
me of submission, and yet continuing in 
duty when I talked to him before, he spoke 
a little as to that; but exhorted me to con- 
tinue in prayer, and that submission was a 
means to obtain what I desired. The other 
was, | was apprehensive I had some sharp 
trials to meet with, for which this submis- 
sion was preparing me, and which would 
"y the reality of it. He did not approve 
of my giving place to these thoughts, but 
in much love charged me with authority, 
saying, take this as my last advice 
to you, beware of anxiety, ‘‘Take not 
thoughts for to-morrow,’ “ Sufficient for 
the day is the evil thereof.” He earnestly 
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pressed me to a confident and consistent 
trusting in God, rehearsing Job's saying, 
“Though thou shouldst kill me, I will 
trust in thee,” and saying to me, if I had 
no way to come at Christ, but to run my- 
self on a drawn sword, I would be at him; 
for 1 knew if I might but get hold of him, 
there is virtue in him to make me live, 
Thus did the blessed man press me to live 
the life of faith, and took leave of me, em- 
bracing me as a father does his child. Af- 
ter | came home my bodily health failed me 
much, and this indisposed me three months 
for continuing in spiritual exercises. But | 
was dealt with very bountifully, being still 
under the impression of God’s infinite good- 
ness tome. He turned my darkness into 
light, so that I was made to see that he had 
done all things very well, both as to my 
soul and body and my outward lot. Neither 
had I fears nor anxieties concerning things 
to come, but had strong persuasions that the 
whole will of God would be good to me. 
All the promises were yea and amen to me. 
I saw Satan, my subtle enemy, overcome 
by the Captain of my salvation. When he 
could not prevail to draw away my affec- 
tions from the Lord Jesus Christ, to be so 
allured with creatures as to love them above 
their value, he went to work on the other 
hand, by presenting my afflictions to me in 
a multiplying glass, in order to keep me 
from rejoicing in the Lord Jesus, to make 
me offend by being unthankful for what I 
had received, and to make my life uncom- 
fortable to myself and to those with whom 
I was nearly connected and concerned, and 
likewise to darken the grace of God in me, 
which ought to shine in my conversation to 
the glory of God, by a contented frame of 
spirit in every condition. Infinite praises 
forever be to him who is the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, who hath delivered me from 
this subtle fowler’s snare, from the awful 
wrath of God, and the condemning power 
of the Law, and not only this, but re- 
deemed me from iniquity, so that sin shall 
not have dominion over me, because not 
under the law, but under grace, who has also 
purchased for me an inheritance among them 
that are sanctified, given me the first fruits 
of the Spirit, and made me to eat of the 
grapes of the brook of Escol, and given a 
sight by faith of the promised land, so that 
I am made not to take up my rest in this 
wilderness, which is polluted, where there 
are lions and scorpions, where there is need 
of the pillar of fire and cloud; but to be 
pressing forward with mine eye fixed on 
the heavenly Canaan, where there is no sin, 
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por sorrow, nor death; where the full en- 
joyment of God in Christ will put an end 
to all misery, and crown with everlasting 
ioy and happiness. The week after I came 
from Muirtown, on the 18th and 19th days 
of July, I got manifestations of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and of my relation to him, 
which brought light, and joy, and stability 
to my soul, which filled me with love of 
Christ and assurance of his favour, so that I 
found no want and was often made to say, 
1am fulland abound 1 got a drop of that 
ocean which made the martyrs cheerfully 
undergo tortures and death. I was made to 
say, abide thus with me and I can endure all 
things. I was made to see him by faith, 
not only a complete Saviour to save my soul, 
put also an all-sufficient father, husband, 
shepherd to me, in this world, and exceeding 
these earthly relations, as far as the heavens 
are above the earth, in his love, power, 
wisdom and duration. So that 1 was made to 
say, enough, enough to make up the want of 
all earthly comforts. Christ in a wilderness is 
enough. I got the promise that he would 
be with me still—that the Father and the 
Son would make their abode with me, and 
that the comforter should not leave me. | 
was made to sing the 23d Psalm, and the 
rich promises mentioned there as my 
own. The earth was pleasant to me, when 
I looked to it, because it was God’s handy 
works, and that I had a right to it through 
Christ, and should have such a measure of 
it as would be good forme. I found my 
darkness removed, my burdens taken off, 
and my Lord Christ filling my soul, so that 
I was made to say, He is come! He is 
come! I told my husband that the Lord was 
dealing thus bountifully with me, wishing 
him a share of the manifestations of Christ 
1 was blessed with, which exceeded all ] 
had found twelve years before. 1 wished 
that the goodness of God to my soul was 
known to the world, that it might be a proof 
of there being a God, and that Christianity 
is a great reality and no fancy. What I 
have felt of God in my soul, which I cannot 
express (and yet I have felt but little) is an 
evident proof to me, that he is hid from this 
world, and that it is but a small part of him 
that is known even to his own, while they 
are here. But let heaven and earth praise 
him, let all his people praise him, let my 
soul bless and praise him, who imparts so 
much of the knowledge of himself, in his 
Son Jesus Christ, to believers, as is neces- 
sary to salvation, and not only so, but as 
much as gives content and consolation, when 
his wisdom sees it good. O that I were like 
Vou. 1x. 
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an everlasting stone, on which were engra- 
ven songs of perpetual praises to him, that 
sits upon the throne and to the Lamb, set in 
the view of the world, for the dread of the 
ungodly, and for stirring up of those who 
have Jehovah for their God, to praise him 
and rejoice in him! Yet I will say, not my 
will but the will of my heavenly Father be 
done ; not a sounding instrument of his 
praise, yet one of his hidden ones; not a 
giver to him, yet a receiver from him; the 
chief of debtors, yet the least of all his peo- 
ple. This is my comfort, that though I have 
no ground to expect that I shall ‘be made 
such a monument of his praise in this world, 
] have the word of him who cannotlie for a 
sure foundation of my hope, that 1 shall be 
made a pillar in the temple above and 

no more out. I heard of Mr. Thos. Hog’s 
being removed from time to eternity. It 
was a surprise to me, though great matter of 
lamentation. My husband and I had beea 
seeing him in August. We then saw that 
he was near the end of his journey by his 
spirit being transported with the hopes of 
glory, aud his bodily health and — 
failed. He endured much trouble in hi 
body two months before his death, which was 
dark and afflicting tome. As I was enabled, 
my prayer was to God for him, in the day of 
his calamity, whose reproofs had been a kind- 
ness to me, and his smiting an excellent oil, 
that did not break my head. The tongue 
of the learned was given him, indeed, to 
speak « word in season to the weary. He 
had the heart of the wise, which taught his 
mouth and added learning to his lips. He 
gave reproofs of instruction, which by his 
Master’s blessing were the way of life. He 
walked so with God that his conversation 
shone to the glory of his heavenly Father. 
He had a large measure of the spirit of God, 
by which he knew the deep things of God. 
And it was given him to know the mysteries 
of the kingdom of God. He had a divine ex- 
perimental understanding of the scriptures, 
of the work of conversion, and cases of con-~ 
science, so that they, whose ears heard him, 
blessed him. He was a Caleb indeed, who 
followed the Lord fully in his ministry, in 
prison, in banishment, in strange lands and 
unto death. Even the haters of godliness 
were forced to own that God was in him of 
a truth, and that he kept his integrity. It 
is not my design to praise men, and there- 
fore I will drop this subject, though it be a 
large field; only farther observe, that I 
never knew one that came his length, and 
1 wish I had ground to believe that I shall 


yet know them. I eannot forget him, whe 
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was the bridegroom’s friend, who, when I 
was lying in my blood, told me of my haz- 
ard, and where there was help for me, and 
with the authority of his master, charged me 
not to delay, showing me that delays,in a mat- 
ter of so great importance, came from the 
Devil. He preached Christ and conversion 
to me in private conference, which had bless- 
ed effects on me —When under the greatest 
trouble I ever felt with respect to the case 
of my soul, in March, 1677, he being 
then a prisoner at Forres, I went to speak 
to him. I was like one dumb and could not 
utter one word of my case to him; yet he 
spake to me as if I had told him of it, and 
said, when I parted with him, “ Fear not, 
ye seek Jesus.” Which w ord begot some 
hopes in me, which did not altogether leave 
me, until J got the manifestation of Christ to 
my soul, which was within six weeks after- 
wards. Yea, [ do not remember any time 
I saw him, but I got good by him, and in the 
end more than in the beginning. 1 cannot 
show at large what was the exercise of my 
spirit, upon hearing of his death. When it 
was told me, I spoke not a word, till I went 
to the Lord in secret and mourned before 
him. Iwas four days much troubled, but 
strove against excessive grief, and I have 
reason to bless my Rock who gave me a 
composed frame of spirit, and made my soul 
to profit by the death of this blessed man. 
His removal made the earth desolate in my 
esteem, and raised my affections from things 
below to things above, where Christ and 
the spirits of just men made perfect are. In 
my mourning I was made to bless the Lord, 
who had put an end to the sufferings of his 
faithful servant, and to submit to his will 
who had said, *“* He that will be my servant, 
let him follow me, and where I am, there 
shall my servant be.”? I remembered to 
my comfort, how this blessed man, the last 
day I saw him, kindly embraced me and re- 
joicing in spirit, said to me, “ You and I 
shall be together with the Lord forever.” 
That night being the last night I was in his 
house, my sleep departed from me, upon 
which I rose at 3 o’clock in the morning, 
and had two hours of sweet communion with 
God in prayer; during which time, there 
were two things feeding and refreshing my 
soul. One was, that there was an eternity 
coming, wherein the people of God should 
get a full vent to praising and be continually 
employed in praises, world without end. 
The other thing which refreshed me was, 
that all the people ef God shall be together, 
through eternity, beholding and enjoying 
God in Christ. These two considerations 
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had a deep impression on my heart, easing 
me under the sense of short coming, want 
of nearness to God in the present state, the 
scattterings of the people of God, and that 
I could have but little fellowship with his 
servants here. The discovery I got of 
eternity made me rest in hope, and to look 
on present things as of very short continu- 
ance. After that time, I did not see this 
blessed man’s face any more. He bein 

very sick that morning, and not fit for speak- 
ing, my husband and | left him. I then look- 
ed on what was given me that morning, as 
given to prepare me for his death. The 
day before he died, my thoughts were taken 
up with him, and these words in Job were 
brought to my mind with relation to him, 
“that he should go to his grave in a full 
age as a shock of corn cometh in, in his sea- 
son,” which was quickly fulfilled, he having 
served God in his generation, he went to 
his grave in peace and pleasantly gave up 
the ghost. ‘Though he endured much _ pain 
in his body before, yet at the hour of his 
death, he had ease and went out of the world 
praising and rejoicing. I had sweet refresh- 
ing hours in prayer after I heard of his death, 
in having a lively faith of heaven and the 
resurrection, and in the hopes that I should 
be with the Lord, and with his glorified 
saints, whom I had known on earth. The 
faith 1 had of this made me look on my time 
here to be but very short, and the hopes of 
being but a very short time in this world 
made my grief the less. I got sweet 
thoughts of the Lord Jesus Christ, as he isa 
father, a shepherd, a teacher to his people, 
and faith to believe that he would be thus 
to me and my dear friends, to whom this 
man was a father and a shepherd. What 
their grief would be for this great loss was 
an addition to my sorrow. But praises to 
him who raised me up, who was poor and 
needy, from the dunghill of sin, to sit with 
the princes of his people ; that I was not left 
comfortless. 1 found it matter of praise and 
rejoicing, that he had raised such a one for 
his praise and glory, for the good of souls 
and for my good in particular, and that this 
man should forever praise him in the hea- 
vens. What shall I say? But true it is 
that the righteous is more excellent than bis 
neighbour—more blessed and happy in him- 
self and to others, more useful in his life and 
death. Though in their life they do not ex- 
cel others as to worldly honours, riches and 
pleasures, yet they excel them in what is 
infinitely better, that is, in having the fea- 
tures of the Divine Image, drawn on their 
souls, fellowship with him, tonformity to his 
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Jaws, glorious within, harmless nd profita- 
ble, without guile in their conversation, the 

reatest blessings among men when known 
and prized—More excellent in their death, 
though not exempt from bodily pain, yet 
privileged with inward peace, and a well 
grounded hope, which will wax stronger and 
not leave them at death. This has been 
often, though not always, very discernible 
to by-standers. The blessed death of the 
godly has many times been a means of con- 
verting souls. More excellent after death, 
though their bodies be laid in the grave, till 
the end of time, and worms feed on them ; 
yet their souls to which the body is but a 
covering, a casement, are made perfect, and 
land in the desired haven of eternal rest, 
and joy, and are admitted into the im- 
mediate enjoyment of God. They are 
likewise blessed to others, even after their 
death, though not as mediators for them in 
heaven. Yet their walk, words and wri- 
tings sometimes have a greater impression, 
on those with whom they lived, after their 
death, than before. And their name and 
memory are savoury, like a precious oint- 
ment, and shall be had in everlasting re- 
membrance. O that my heart and my 
tongue were as the pen of a ready writer, 
to indite good matter, in a song concerning 
the king, even my king who is fairer than 
the sons of men, into whose lips is grace pour- 
ed! Who excels the most excellent in 
the earth, as far as the heavens are above 
the earth! How far beyond comparison is 
he, who had neither beginning of days, nor 
end of life! Who is infinite and eternal! 
Who fully satifies the immortal soul, that is 
espoused to him! It is true that discontent 
is sometimes the disease of Christ’s espoused, 
but as true it is, that the cause is notin him, 
but in us, by our wandering from our rest- 
ing place. Who is like unto him that keeps 
those in perfect peace, whose hearts are 
stayed on him! 1 find nothing so prevailing 
with me, to make me overcome sorrow and 
losses, both natural, and spiritual, as the dis- 
covery of the eternal Son of God, full of 
grace and truth, and my relation to him, as 
he is held forth in the gospel, to believers. 
In all the remarkable troubles, I have met 
with, for these fifteen years past, this has 
been the end of them, to wit: a discovery 
of Christ, and of my relation to him, which 
made me many times to say to the Lord, 
this is enough to me. 

Sept. 13th, 1692: Amidst a variety of 
troubles and fears, which at this time bore 
heavy on me, it pleased the Lord to give me 
a cup of consolation, from the faith and per- 
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suasion of this, that my evil things would be 
only here, and of short continuance, and that 
my good things should be in the life to come, 
and of everlasting duration. The views and 
experiences, which I iad of the love of God 
in Christ, and the hopes of heaven gave 
such content and satisfaction to my heart, 
that I was made to say with the Prophet, 
“Though the fig tree should not blossom, 
neither fruit be in the vine, though the la- 
bour of the olive should fail, and the fields 
yield no meat, yet will I rejoice in the Lord, 
and be glad in the God of my salvation,” 
and with the Psalmist, ‘* Why art thou cast 
down, my soul, and why with vexing 
thoughts art thou disquieted in me ? trust in 
God, for I shall yet praise him.” While [ 
was thus comforting myself, in God alone® 
the Lord sent that word to me with power, 
Ps. xxxiv. ‘* None that fear him shall be 
oppressed with want.?? I could not but be- 
lieve it thus. I, even I shall not be oppres- 
sed with want. After which, I was firmly 
persuaded that these things, which at pre- 
sent threatened, should not happen, and if 
they should, I would have so much of God, 
and such support to my soul under my 
troubles, that they would not be hard to bear, 
and either of these, as he pleased, was wel- 
come tome. I was helped to bless the 
Lord and to wonder at what love, and wis- 
dom, shone in his dealing with me, letting 
me have sights of trouble, with which I was 
never visited, while I have reason to bless 
the Lord my God, who teacheth me to pro- 
fit. All this turned out to my advantage in 
the issue, and was designed to humble me, 
to make me as a weaned child, to teach me 
to sympathize with the afflicted, and to 
strengthen me in time to come. Thus my 
spirit was comforted, and composed, as to 
my outwaid condition. About this time, 
when | was going with child, of my son 
John, my gracious God and father, in Christ, 
dealt very bountifully with me, so that lex- 
pected the end of my time was near, which 
was desired by me, if my work was done. 
But it pleased the Lord in his great good- 
ness, to give me a manifestation of his de- 
sign, to prolong my days, and that, though 
I hada desire to be with Christ, which is 
best of all, yet it was needful that I should 
continue in the body, for some time, for the 
good of my husband and children. This 
happened five weeks before I was delivered. 
After this, 1 was made to expect life, and 
these anxious thoughts, which my bodil 
condition made me liable to, were removed, 
and hope in God was my daily cordial. The 
62d Psalm was often the song of my heart. 
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When the number of my months was ful- 
filled, 1 began to languish, and it was the 
desire of my heart, that my God, and my 
deliverer would make haste to help me. On 
the day before I was delivered, when cis- 
eouragements were like to prevail, the Lord 
strengthened me, with strength in my soul, 
enabling me to believe that he would an- 
swer his name, and his relation to me, and 
likewise my expectation, from which he did 
both, with respect to my body and spirit, the 
night I was delivered. In his ordinary Provi- 
dences he did well, with relation to my condi- 
tion, in dealing gently with my soul and body, 
and in giving me the sense of his love in 
my greatest extremity, which made me hope, 
and with confidence call him my God and 
Father. My deliverance was in many re- 
spects, which J shall not mention, far above 
what is common. When my child came in- 
to the world, I offered him up unto the Lord 
to be his, and for him, who had been so gra- 
cious tome. But this I did more particu- 
larly on the day he was baptized, and was 
helped to fervency of spirit in prayer, with 
respect to him, and likewise helped to de- 
vote and resign him to the Lord, to be his 
God and Father. About this time being 
one morning employed in secret prayer, | 
got a satisfying manifestation of my being 
redeemed from heli, and wrath, by Jesus 
Christ, and of his work of regeneration in 
my soul ; my own experiences were strong 
proofs to me that Christ was come in the 
flesh, to wit, the wonderful efiects which 
my closing with him by faith had on my 
soul, in changing my will, enlightening my 
understanding, producing peace in my con- 
science, raising me up when depressed with 
grief, the desires of tny soul satisfied, and all 
my wants supplied in him, while I was seal- 
ed with the Spirit of promise, so that 1 could 
say, as if my eyes had seen him do miracles, 
he is indeed the very Christ. He does the 
works which none other cando. The dis- 
covery I got of Christ and of my interest in 
him, that morning, made me lay aside 
anxiety, and put a blank in the Lord’s hand 
and resign to bis will, and disposal, in what 
concerned my outward circumstances, What 
he had done for my soul caused me to trust 
in him, and hope that he would do al! things 
well for me. 

[As what follows of this gentlewoman’s 
memoirs wants a date, it is uncertain at what 
period it was written, but it is most probable 
that it was towards the latter end of her {ife ] 

Being for several years seeking the Lord, 
and still tossed with fears that the founda- 
tion was not right, and though many sweet 
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promises in times of extremity had been 
with present support let into my soul, yet, 
upon a new onset of Satan and new back- 
slidings, my darkness as to my interest 
would recur, so that I could find no ground 
to stand upon, but would be at razing all 
that had ever been built. Thus was my 
life spent betwixt uncertain hopes and faint- 
ing fears ; but after several years when the 
churches were filled with Presbyterian min- 
isters, my darkness and deadness became 
more dreadful to me, so that ordinances, to 
me for the most part, were no small burden, 
and when some times more than ordinary in 
secret my spirit would be eased before going 
to church, it would be far otherwise before 
] returned, so that I knew not what to do, 
At length, both in private and public, dead- 
ness came to such a height that my life was 
a burden to me. When I spoke to minis- 
ters and others, they all said, my help was 
not to be foundin them. Yet this was ob- 
servable, that such as were most zealous for 
the purity and the interests of Christ were 
most comforting to my soul in public and 
private duties, but they could not cure my 
wound. ‘Therefore | continued solitary for 
many days. Yet it pleased the Lord to 
support me with hoy es, that he would not 
cast off forever, but though he caused grief 
yet he would have compassion. Thus | was 
sitting solitary and sorrowful, many thoughts 
were rising in my mind from day to day, 
but | knew not what to conclude concerning 
the state of my soul. After this my trouble 
so increased that I was afraid all was false 
werk, and that I had been building on the 
sand. Thus was J sitting in darkness and 
could see no light. Then was my extremi- 
ty above any thing I had ever found before. 
I went about duties, but no sound or abiding 
comfort came to me by them or in them. 
Secret prayer was sometimes a mean to 
keep me from quite giving over. At length 
the Sgarit of the Lord came with power con- 
vincing me of my dreadful guilt, not only 
by reason of innumerable actual sins, which 
long before I had been somewhat affected 
with. But now the fountain of original sin 
was so discovered to me by a beam of Di- 
vine light, that I was made to cry out, guilty, 
guilty, with reference to the best of my 
spiritual cuties. ‘Then was my trouble of 
soul such as I was not able te express. All 
hope was then taken away, so that I knew 
not what to do, for sin in all was so clearly in 
my view, that fears of approaching such an 
infinitely holy God, were so strong as to put 
me from duty, so that I would fast longer 
than my body could well bear, rather than 
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sin by any approach to him, even in asking 

a blessing or returning thanks at meals. 

Then I thought that ministers had not dealt 

faithfully with me, because they had looked 

on me otherwise, than I saw ground for, 

fearing that all was hypocrisy. Sometimes 

my soul would be tormented with thoughts, 

that such a vile sinner as | could not but be 

consumed by such an infinitely holy God ; 

for by the light of his Spirit 1 was convin- 
ced, that the thoughts of my heart were 

only evil and that continually. Then was 
I made to view my soul as it was, wholly 

corrupt and depraved in all its faculties, the 

understanding, will and affections ; and then 
to look when and how it was, that man, who 
was made for the glory of God, was now 

become so inexpressibly miserable. With 
many thoughts of this kind, was my soul for 
some time tossed. At length the serpent’s 
deluding our first parents, the way how, and 
the design of this old murderer therein, 
whose poison being conveyed to the soul by 
the outward senses, tempting to eat the for- 
bidden fruit and to fear no evil, though the 
God of truth had threatened soul-death up- 
on the breach of this command; this was 
clearly discovered to me to be the spring from 
which my soul’s poison was derived. Then 
did the Great Prophet, spoken of by Moses 
in Deuteronomy, condescend in a.most won- 
derful manner, tv make up the want of all 
things else in himself to my distressed soul, 
by drawing near in secret duties, such as 
prayer and meditation, and therein teaching 
me spiritual lessons, which men or angels 
could not have made me understand, reveal- 
ing to my soul, with new power and glory, 
the truths formerly heard by the ear. All 
this while, from the beginning of this exer- 
cise, | was without preaching for the most 
part ; and when I had it, | could not say, that 
the case of my soul was helped by it. As 
I was for some considerable time weak in 
body, I was by this means confined. Great 
was the opposition, that was made within me 
to the Spirit's work of convincing me of the 
inexpressibleness of my misery. Strong 
were the reasoulngs wherewith my soul was 
vexed and distracted. Among other things 
this was one, to wit, how could Adam’s sin 
so ruin my soul? There was at length a 
similitude brought to my view, by the Spirit 
of God I trust, to help my understanding, 
which was this. Several years before this 
time of my soul’s trouble, 1 had seen a 
young boy die of fits of madness, occasioned 
by the bite of a mad dog. The child being 
near the place where | lived, 1 went to see 
him, not knowing what was his trouble, or 
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what was the occasion of it. I sent for a 
person of skill to see him. But when the 
discovery was made by the intervals of qui- 
etness, and by the fits of madness returning ; 
the man who was sent for to cure him, de- 
sired to try whether the poison of the mad 
dog had reached the child’s heart by the 
circulation of the blood, which he said would 
be known by the boy’s drinking either like 
aman oradog For in case he drank like 
a dog there was no cure, but certain death 
would suddenly follow. This being tried, 
and he lapping with his tongue, the man 
would apply nething. Some hours after, 
the boy died, while I was present, which 
then made no other impression on my mind, 
but that I pitied the boy, and those who were 
connected with him. But now, several years 
afterward, this melancholy accident was 
brought to my remembrance, with this con- 
nection. If the Dog’s poison was power- 
ful to convey death to the body, so that 
there was no cure for it; and that by chang- 
ing the very nature into that of the dog, 
acting madness, and lapping with the tongue 
as he did ; how then did it appear so strange 
to me, that the old serpent’s poison produced 
the same effect, with respect to the spiritual 
madness to the death of the soul, (he being 
a spirit, and his poison being of the same 
nature spiritual,) to wit, polluting and ruin- 
ing the soul, which was, while without sin, 
perfectly happy, in knowing God and de- 
lighting in him. Now this being the life 
he was created with, and his sinless nature 
being agreeable to the holy nature of God, 
while he stood in this condition, nothing 
could hurt him. But the cursed enemy of 
all good, the devil, speaking out of the ser- 
pent, with a design to pull down man from 
a happy estate, to be as miserable as he was 
by falling from God, and thus by misbeliev- 
ing the threatening, this poison having set- 
tled in the soul, immediately followed spirit- 
ual death, incurable by men or angels: so 
that without a higher power than either, no- 
thing less than eternal death, would be the 
effect of this poison, which now discovers 
itself in that fearful madness, which every 
one of Adarn's posterity acts daily, in for- 
getting, and fearlessly breaking his holy 
laws. ‘This was represented to me, in a 
lively manner, in prayer, how I had forgot 
God, times without number, and sinned fear- 
lessly, letting my spirit follow after vanities, 
and pursue for satisfaction in them. Besides 
this, though I went about spiritual duties, 
my heart was still far from God in them, far 
from having right impressions of his justice 
and holiness, so that instead of serving him 
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acceptably, I saw that nothing proceeded 
from me, that nothing was done by me, while 
growing in the wild olive, that could be ac- 
ceptable to him with whom I had to do. O 
how terrible was it to me, to think of the 
deformity which sin had occasioned in my 
soul, and the loathsomeness of its faculties, 
so that the condition of my soul appeared to 
me to be misery in the abstract! After po- 
ring on what was due to me, and finding 
that sin had made my soul fit food for hell, 
as by my apostacy and falling from God, and 
the loss of his image, it was capable of no- 
thing now, but what infinite holiness abhor- 
red. This filled me with such fear and con- 
fusion, that none can conceive my case, but 
those who felt the same work of the Spirit, 
in savingly convincing of sin, and as I heard 
one express it, dinging away the devil's 
props by which he keeps his servants, or 
rather slaves, from feeling the weight of sin. 
O how sensibly I felt the truth of this, that 
there is no burden so heavy as that of sin! 
So that when I would address God in pray- 
er, being filled with fears. I could say no- 
thing sometimes, but lay groaning before 
Him, who had proclaimed himself by the 
name of merciful, and gracious, and many 
times could utter no more, but that word 
mercy, mercy, believing that therein alone, 
the help of my destroyed soul was to be 
found. O how did the impression of the 
depths of soul misery, under which I had so 
long lain, together with my inability to do 
any thing for my own deliverance, confound 
me so, that I cannot express or describe my 
case! But after continuing a considerable 
time in this way, thus tossed with tempests, 
and not comforted, some words of scripture 
were brought to my mind, which were made 
use of for keeping me from utterly despair- 
ing, and giving over, viz: ‘I came not to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance,” 
“Look unto me all ye ends of the earth and 
be ye saved,” “ The whole need not a phy- 
sician, but they that are sick.” Thus in my 
extremity, my spirit was in some measure 
supported. But afterwards, when new dark- 
ness and fears filled my soul, I was no ways 
able to draw comfort from these words, un- 
less they were conveyed with new power. 
On a certain night, after sad and affecting 
fears, which men or angels could not allay, 
these words came with power to my soul, 
“ Be careful for nothing, but in every thin 

by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiv- 
ing, make your requests known unto God, 
and the peace of God, which passeth all un- 
derstanding, shall keep your hearts and 
minds by Jesus Christ.” O how was my 
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weary soul made to behold in prayer, a won- 
derful beauty and glory in the deep contri- 
vance of infinite, free love, displayed to guilty 
sinners, in a Mediator, whose voice my soul 
was made to hear in these words; * All| 
glory be ascribed to him, whose goings forth ¢ 
are prepared as the morning!’ So it was 
indeed with my soul, for after that mght, I 
was helped to consider with admiration, that 
wonderful mystery, God manifesting to man- 
kind, that everlasting love of God, which 
he had from eternity, fixed on a certain 
number of the posterity of fallen Adam, 
while all the revolted angels were passed by, 
and no such design of recovering them ever 
heard of. But that I should hear of a pos- 
sibility of deliverance, from such inexpressi- 
ble misery, how did this make me think and 
say, **who is a God like unto him,” with 
whom I have to do; so infinitely holy, that 
he cannot behold iniquity, without abhorring 
it, and a consuming fire to the workers of 
iniquity ; and notwithstanding this, what 
matter of wonder and praise, that in his infi- 
nite goodness, he should give a Son, yea, 
his eternal and only begotten Son, in whom 
his soul delighted, to be made of a woman, 
for this very end, that he might reconcile 
God to sinners, and sinners to God, not only 
being a sacrifice to satisfy Divine Justice, 
for the wrongs done by man, and that in the 
nature which had sinned, but to be a Saviour, 
in order to save from sin, those for whom 
he satisfied! O what a glorious mystery did 
the eye of my understanding behold, never 
before thought of, after that manner, or seen 
in that light. 1 confess it was no other than 
hearing by the ear, that ever I had attained 
to before; but now, with a new, powerful, 
and glorious light, did the eye of my soul 
behold this heavenly mystery, so that I felt 
a drawing power of love, coming along with 
this divine revelation. O how wonderful, 
that He, to whose blessedness no addition 
can be made, should, in the depths of his in- 
finite wisdom, find out such a way, to make 
the objects of his everlasting, free love, capa- 
ble of the enjoyment of himself—as to de- 
stroy that life which their souls got from the 
first Adam, which was a life of pure enmity ; 
the truth of which daily appears from this, 
that the thoughts and imaginations of their 
hearts are evil, only evil, and that continu- 
ally—that this life, | say, should be destroy- 
ed, by the death of his dearly beloved Son, 
on the cursed tree of the cross, and that by 
him, to wit, the Lord Jesus Christ, there 
should be a new original, anda new life, 
from the quickening Spirit of this infinitely 
blessed Adam, in whom all his spiritual seed 
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are blessed, both in their | ac age and ser- 
vices. O what depth of infinite wisdom and 

oodness here, beyond the conception of an- 
gels, much more, that of frail, sinful mortals. 


Here ends (with regret I say it,) the me- 
moirs of Mrs. Campbell. God has em- 
balmed the ‘‘ memory of this just one,” for 
even now, after she has been more than a 
hundred years in heaven, it retains a sweet 
savour. Reader let it be your study and 
mine to follow her and others of her stamp, 
who through faith and patience now inherit 
the promises.’’ And before taking my 
leave, I would mention one or two things 
in which she appears greatly different from 
the professors of our day, but in which, if I 
mistake not, she is so much nearer to the 
Bible model of a true Christian, and the fit- 
ter for our imitation. 

First. She was at the greatest pains to 
ascertain what was the nature of that 
change of heart which she thought she ex- 
perienced, Whether it was according to 
the Scripture, and whether it was a genuine 
work of the Holy Spirit, or not. While it is 
to be suspected, that very many are content 
with very slight inquiries on this point, even 
those who in charity may be thought to be 
indeed the children of God, and many more 
are content without any inquiry at all. We 
can neither investigate too closely or too of- 
ten this allimportant matter. Whether, have 
we or not really passed from death to life ? 

Second. The strict attention which she 
aid to passages of pe ig ny which were 
os ht to her mind, and the wisdom, and 
ae discretion with which she applied 
them for her instruction, and comfort, and 
joy. Without great spiritual wisdom, we 
may very readily abuse, and sadly pervert 
scripture texts, coming into our minds, and 
make them subserve our own destruction, 
and the snares of the devii; But while 
some go into this danger, there are a great- 
er number, that run into another, equally 
great, of either despising to give any atten- 
tention to them at all, or of over-looking 
and neglecting them, or of resisting the pow- 
er with which they often speak to the con- 
science. There are few readers of these me- 
moirs, who will not not consider her applica- 
tion of texts not only safe and judicious, 
but most profitable and pleasing. Herein 
let us follow her. 

Third. She was a woman of a very pub- 
lic spirit. She had the interests of the 
church on her heart always as her own. 
Many will be ready to applaud this to the 
sky, who will differ, in the extreme, from 
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her as to what the interest of the church 
really was. She believed it to be truth and 
purity, more particularly, to be in those 
very doctrines, and ordinances, which are 
now more than ever cast down with con- 
tempt. Rather than yield a single point to 
the prevailing corrupters in that time, she 
submitted to be persecuted, as did also her 
worthy husband. Herein let us follow her. 

Fourth, and last. She considered with 
deep and serious attention, and prayer, the 
events of Providence, both those which af- 
fected her own person, and family, and also 
those of a public nature. And in them all 
she observed, with assiduous care, every in- 
stance of Divine goodness, that came to her 
notice, and made it matter of a song; take 
for instannce, her observations on the event 
of herarm being broken. Herein let us fol- 
low, and it may be we shall enjoy some 
share of that sweet communion with God, 
in Christ, on which she often feasted. 


A. G. 
ae 


THE LIFE AND TIMES OF JOHN LIVINGS- 
TON. 
[From the Biblical Repertory.] 

John Livingston was born in Monybroch, 
(or Kilsyth) in Stirlingshire, on the 21st of 
June, 1603. His father William Livingston 
was seitled as pastor, first at Kilsyth, where 
he was installed in 1600, and secondly at 
Lanerk, whither he was translated in 1614, 
and where he died, agec sixty-five years, in 
1641. The great-grandfather of John Liv- 
ingston was slain at Pinkiefield in 1547. 
William Livingston was a zealous labourer 
and patient suffererer for reformation, and for 
his non-conformity was deprived of his min- 
istry at both the places just named. 

After some domestic training, John Liv- 
ingston was entered inthe university of 
Glasgow in 1617, and was graduated as 
masterin 1621. While at this institution he 
had his ambition much fired with the hope 
of eminence as a classic and logician; but 
Providence thwarted his designs, partly by 
means of the favoritism then prevailing, and 
partly by the chastisement of disease. We 
find him sitting down to the study of Hebrew 
immediately upon his enlargement from col- 
lege rules. Agreeably to the almost univer- 
sal custom of the reformed churches, he ap- 
proached the Lord’s Supper at a very early 
age ; and it would seem from his brief hints, 
that his first confirmed hopes were called forth 
on the occasion of his firstcommunion. His 
desire nevertheless, was to be a physician,and 
he entreated his father to send him to France, 
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to study medicine. As he found himself re- 

lled from bischosen path by a concurrence 
of circumstances, he fell upon a method of 
resolving his doubts which may safely be re- 
commended to all young men in similar cir- 
cumstances: he ‘sought the Lord.’ ‘*I re- 
solved,” says he, ‘‘ that I would spend a day 
alone before God, and knowing of a secret 
cave, on the south side of Mousewater, a 
little above the house of Jerviswood, over 
against Cleghornwood, | went thither, and 
after many ato and fro, and much confusion, 
and fear about the state of my soul, | thought 
it was made out to me, that I behooved to 
preach Christ Jesus, which if I did not, I 
should have noassurance of salvation. Upon 
this I laid aside all thoughts of France and 
medicine and land, and betook me to the 
study of divinity.” We need not wonder 
that after such a day, so spent, and with 
such results, his subsequent ministry was 
marked by striking tokens of divine favour, 

In 1625 Mr. Livingston began to preach, 
and for more than eighteen months continu- 
ed principally at his father’s house in Lanerk. 
At this period of his ministry, he pursued the 
laborious method of writing his sermons in 
full, and committing them to memory, a sla- 
vish toil, which he was induced to abandon 
by a circumstance that shall be related with 
all the naiveté of the author. ‘ One day 
(says he) being to preach after the commu- 
nion of Quodquan, and having in readiness 
only a sermon which I had preached before 
in an other kirk, and perceiving several to 
be at Quodquan, who had been at the other 
kirk, I resolved to choose a new text, and 
having but little time, wrote only some 
notes of the heads I was to deliver, yet I 
found at that time more assistance in the en- 
larging of those points, and more motion in 
my own heart, than ever I had found before; 
and after that, | never wrote all at length but 
only notes.” 

In the year 1626, he was invited into 
Galloway, where he preached for some time, 
and received a joint call from the Presbytery 
of Linhthgow, and the parish of Torpichen 
to become pastor at the latter place. Here 
he would have been ordained, had it not been 
for Bishop Spottswood, who interposed bis 
veto, on account of Mr Livingston’s non- 
conformity. Accordingly, inautumn of 1627 
he departed, having found, says he, ‘‘the two 
or three last Sabbaths | preached there, the 
sweetest Sabbaths, although sorrowful, that I 
had seen in that place.”” From this time until 
his visit to Ireland in 1630, he spent his time 
between his father’s house, and the house of 
the Earl of Wigtoun: preaching, as occasion 





THE LIFE AND TIMES OF JOHN LIVINGSTON, 


32 


offered, at Lanerk, Irvine, ‘* the Shots” and 
other places. 

Much has been said of a noted sermon of 
Mr Livingston at the “* Kirk of shots."? In 
noticing it, we have no desire to represent 
the instrumentality then used, as having any 
such efficiency (even by congruity) as would 
lead to the supposition that if we could preach 
just as Mr. Livingston then preached, we 
should witness the same results. We are 
not among the number of those who make 
apparent success a criterion of doctrine, nor 
do we limit the Holy One of Israel to any 
specific methods of operation: yet as we 
find ourselves charged with enmity to revi- 
vals of religion, and to the simultaneous 
conversion of multitudes, and as this our al- 
leged enmity to every good word and work 
is furthermore charged as coming by lineal 
descent from our paternal creed, and una- 
voidably connected with our peculiarities of 
faith, we take our position of defence behind 
a line of facts. We deny the validity of 
the argument from supposed conversions 
to the truth of a system, we have ever de- 
nied it ; it is not we who have fled to any 
such methods of ratiocination; but ex con- 
fesso the argument is good when retorted 
upon its originators, and we claim the right 
of so using it as to silence the battery of our 
* otherwise minded” brethren, while we 
rest the defence of the truth upon a “ more 
sure word of prophecy.” 


“The parish of Shots (we quote Mr. Living- 
ston’s words) bordered on the parish of Torpichen, 
showeve and | was sometimes invited by Mr. John 
Hance, minister of Shots, to preach there. In that 
place I used to find more liberty in preaching than 
elsewhere ; yea, the only day in all my life where- 
in I found most of the piesence of God in preach- 
ing, was on a Monday, after the communion, preach- 
ing iv the Church-yard of Shots, June 21, 1630. 
The night before, I had been with some Christians. 
who spent the night in prayer and conference. 
When I was alone in the fields, about eight or nine 
o'clock in the morning, before we were to go to 
sermon, there came such a misgiviNg spirit upon 
me, considering my unworthiness and weakness, 
and the expectation of the people, that ] was con- 
sulting with myself to have stolen away somewhere, 
and declined that day’s preaching, but that I thought 
I durst not so far distrust God, aad so went to ser- 
mon, and got good assistance about an hour and 
a half, upon the points which I had meditated on. 
Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26. ‘ Then will I sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all 
your filthiness and from all your idels will I cleanse 
youe A new heart also will I give you, and J will 
take away the stony heart outof your flesh, andl 
will give you a heart of flesh.” And in the end, ¢ fier- 
ing to close with some words of exhortation, I was 
led on about an bour’s time, in a strain of exhorta- 
tion and warring, with much liberty and melting of 
heart, as | never had the like in public all my life- 
time.” 


Now from any thing which is said in Mr. 
Livingston’s autobiography, no man would 
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be led to suspect that even a single soul had 
been awakened by this sermon. Yet we 
Jearn from the best authority, that no less 
than five hundred persons were, as was be- 
lieved, converted upon that occasion!*  I[s 
this the manner of the present day ? Is this 
silence respecting personal success a beset- 
ting sin of our leading preachers? We trow 
not 

We observe upon this narrative, that Mr. 
Livingston himself treats it as a rare instance 
of enlargement and divine assistance ; not 
as part and parcel of a regular and unfailing 
scheme of measures ; tuat the appeal to that 
God, without whom even Paul would plant 
in vain, is mainly relied on; and that the 
modesty of the preacher so far from permit- 
ting him to blazon ims own name as a suc- 
cessful preacher, even in these memorials 
written in exile, forbids his even mentioning 
that any considerable numbers were awa- 
kened. 

We know two very convenient methods 
of evading this,—methods, by the bye, 
turned from the anvil to suit the emergency 
of a sturdy argument; and we doubt not 
that new ground can be taken upon every 
new assault of truth. ‘The two which we 
intend are these : it is, first, alleged that all 
who have ever converted men to God have 
preached just as those who new claim to be 
the sole laborers in this glorious harvest: 
a position which we give over to the candid 
reader for examination. Or, secondly, it is 
maintained that divine truth, once deemed 
immutable, has its moonlike phases, con- 
forming itself to various cycies of the church, 
and that what was good and true in Scotland, 
in 1630, is deleterious and seductive in 
America, in 1832. We are serious in this 
statement, whatever some of our happily 
untaught readers may imagine: this is the 
gist of an argument which has been heard 
from pulpits and professor’s chairs: Once 
it was right to preach dependence ; now it 
is right to preach accountability ; and the 
great art of the preacher is evinced in slrik- 
ing the balance between antagonizing prin- 
ciples, and hitting the invisible demarkation 





* Speaking of these umes of persecution, Joha 
Brown, of Haddington, says in bis * Compendious 
History of the Church of Scotland.” p. 98— 
* Meanwhile, faithful ministers were remaikably 
countenanced of God at their sacramental and oth- 
er occasions. Multitudes crowded to their com- 
munions ; and being eager to hear as much of the 
gospel as they could, when they had an opportunity 
of it, they began to hear one sermon upon Satur lay 
before, and another on the Monday after. Mr. 
John Livingston, a probationer, after having run 
so far off, that morning, preached a sermon at the 
kisk of Shots, on Monday, June 21, at which 500 
were converted to Chiist.” 


VoL. ix. 
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between two clashing schemes. O how un- 
like to this calculating, maneuvring, cold, 
and we must say worldly policy, is the high 
and holy disregard of consequences evinced 
by our forefathers! Hear again the reminis- 
cences of the aged Livingston, recorded in 
his Patmos: “ LT found that much studying 
did not so help me in preaching, as the get- 
ting of my heart brought to a spiritual dis- 
position : yea, sometimes I thought the hun- 
ger of the hearers helped me more than m 
own preparation. Many a time I found that 
which was suggested to me in the delive 
was more refreshful to myself, and edifyi 
to the hearers, than what I had premedita- 
ted. I was often much deserted and cast 
down in preaching, and sometimes tolerably 
assisted. I never preached a sermon that I 
would be earnest to see again in writ but 
two. The one was at a communion ona 
Monday at the Kirk of Shots, and the 
other on a Monday after a communion in 
Holywood. And both these times I had 
spent the whole night before with Christ- 
ins {in prayer and conference, as appears 
from the quotation next preceding] without 
any more than ordinary preparation.” Be 
it observed then, that our remarks are not 
intended to assault any measures, however 
singular, however new: we freely accord 
to our brethren the principle that new emer- 
gencies demand measures somewhat diverse 
from those in common use ; nay more, that 
novelty itself may at times, be an important 
aid in thawing a congregation out of the 
icy fetters of immemorial precedents. We 
are therefore using no aggressive reasons, 
rging no expediencies against those who 
pursue their own plans, claiming to our- 
selves no exclusive prerogative of useful- 
ness, flinging no taunts at those whose ten- 
der consciences cannot brook our modes and 
endeavors :—this warfare we resign to those 
who deem them themselves to have an in- 
defectible right to dictate measures, and de- 
nounce all who differ One thing, however, 
we do assuredly crave—namely, that we 
be not ‘thrust out of the harvest field, nor 
ranked with Socinians and Universalists, be- 
cause our implements are those of our fa- 
thers, or because we cawnot see through the 
glasses of some who have more nearly ad- 
vanced towards perfection. We crave per- 
mission to dissent from any assumption, by 
any school or brotherhood, of exclusive use- 
fulness, as pertaining to their sole exertions. 
Far be it from us to sav, that they are not 
as much blessed in their labors as they re- 
port themselves to be; we rejoice at their 
suscess in the conversion of souls; but we 
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ask of them to cease a warfare agains: the 
doctrine we maintain, which owes its strength 
to appeals to the popular ear, without scrip- 
tural argument; and no longer to stigma- 
tize old Calvinists as men who have no seals 
of their ministry. Our atgument in this 
place might be fully stated by our saying, 
with all humility, to every brother, of all 
those who are so ready to denounce us: “if 
any man trust that he is Chirist’s, let him of 
himself think this again, that as he is Christ’s, 
even so are we Christ’s.” 

The men who were most useful in the 
church of Scotland in the early part of the 
seventeenth century, have not left us in 
doubt us to their method of interpreting the 
doctrines of grace. Welsh, Bullock, Ruth- 
erford, and Dickson may be seen in their 

rinted works. It was with such men that 
Mr. Livingston associated ; and with these 
he agreed. In August, 1630, he went over 
to Ireland, and took his place among those 
eminent servants of God who there founded 
Presbyterian institutions. These were Ed- 
ward Brice of Braidisland, R. Cunningham 
of Holy wood, John Ridge of Antrim, George 
Dunbar of Larne, Josiah Welsh of Temple- 

atrick, Robert Blair of Bangor, James 
Hamilton of Balleywalter, Andrew Stew- 
art of Donagore, Henry Colwart of Old- 
stone, and some others.* It need scarcely 
be said that the signature of articles under 
mental reservation had not as early as this 
been introduced into the presbyterian Church: 
and these men had assented to the strictly 
Calvinistic confession which had been drawn 
up by Usher. ‘When this confession,” 
says a writer in the excellent work to which 
we have alluded, “ was, by the artifice and 
authority of Strafford, in 1634. exchanged 
for the thirty-nine articles of the English 
Church, they did not object to it; conceiv- 
ing the new confession to be of the same 
tenor in point of doctrine as the former, 
though they loudly complained of the can- 
ons which were at the time introduced. And 
when they were obliged by the bishops to 
lay down their ministry and abandon the 
kingdom, this severity was distinctly stated 
to be owing, solely to their refusing to com- 
ply with the rites ‘and gov. ronment of the 
Church, and not to the slightest discrepancy 
between their doctrinal sentiments and those 
of the established confession. Such of the-e 
ministers as lived to reach Scotland, imme- 
diately joined the Presbyterian Church there; 
and rendered her most important assistance, 
in her successful struggles to cast off the 
yoke of prelacy, and return to the princi- 
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ples that were avowed and propagated by 
Knox. Several of them soon rose to be 
among her most influential members; and 
to be distinguished for their zeal and abilit 

in vindicating the gospel from the doctrines 
of Arminianism, which, under the influence 
of the Scottish prelates, had made their wa 

into that kingdom: and nearly all of them 
were members of that church when the sol- 
emn League and Covenant was drawn up 
and subscribed, and the Westminster Con- 
fession of Faith received and adopted, with- 
out a dissenting voice.” 

It was at khillinchie in Ireland that Mr. 
Livingston was ordamed: and how truly 
he had the spirit of his station may appear 
fr. ma statement of his own, a part of which 
is quoted by the Irish historian : 


“That winter, following, I was often in great 
heaviness, for although the people were very teach- 
able, yet they were genevally very igi.orant, and | 
saW ho appearance of doing any gocd among them, 
yetit pleased the Lord that in a short time some of 
thein, began to understand somewhat of their con- 
dition. Not only had we public worship free of 
any inventions of meng but we had also a tolerable 
discipline; for afier Thad been somewhile among 
them, by the advice of the heads of families, some 
albeit Jor that cha:ge were chosen elders, to oversee 
the measures of the rest, and some deacons to gather 
and distribute the collections. We met every week, 
aud such as fell imo notorious public scandals we 
desired to come before us. Such as came were dealt 
with both in public and private to confess their 
scandal, in presence of the congregation, at the 
Saturday’s seimon before the communicn which was 
celebrated twice in the year: such as would not 
come before us, or coming would not be convinced 
to acknowledve their fault before the congregation, 
upon the Saturday preceding the communion, their 
names, scandals, and impenitency were read out 
before the congregation, and they debaned fiom te 
communion: which proved such a tenor that we 
found very few of that sort. We needed not to have 
the cominunion oftener, for there were vine or ten 
parishes within the bounds of twenty miles or litte 
more, Wherein there we.e godly and able ministers, 
aud every one of these bad the communion twice a 
year, at diffecenttimes, and had two or three of the 
neighbouring winisters to help thereat; and most 
pait of the religious people used to resort to the con 
munion of the rest of the parishes. These ministers 
weie Messrs. Rebeit Blair at Bangor, Robern 
Cunpingham at Holywood, James ‘Hamilton at 
Zallywater. John Ridge at Antrim, Heuy Colwart 
at Old Stone, George Dunbar at Lei. Josiah 
Weich at Temple Patrick, Audrew Stewart at 
Donagore ; most of all these used ordinarily to meet 
the first Friday of every month at Antiim, where 
Was @ great and good congregation, and that day 
Was spent in fastsng and prayer, and public preach- 
ing: Commonly two preached every forencon, and 
two in the afternoon, We used to come together 
the Thursday's night before, and stayed the Fri- 
day’s night after, aad consulted about such things 
as concerned the carying on of the work of God.” 
“do not think there were more lively and experi- 
enced Christians any where, than were there at 
that time in Ireland, and that in good numbers, 
and several of them persons of good outward con- 
dition in the world; but being lately brought in, 
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the lively edge was not yet gone off them, and the 
perpetual fear that the bishops would put away 
their ministers, made them with great hunger wait 
an the ordinances. I have known them come seve- 
ral miles from their own houses, to communions to 
the Saturday's sermon; aud [they] spent the whole 
Saturday night in seve al companies, sometimes a 
minister being with them, sometimes alone, in con- 
ference aud prayer, and watted on the pub ic ordi- 
nances the whole Sabbath, and spent the Sabbath 
night likewise, and yet at the Monday’s sermon 
were not troubled with sleepiness, and so have not 
slept till they went home.” Life, p. 15. 





Before Mr. Livingston had been a year 
in his pastoral charge. he was suspended for 
nonconformity by the Bishop of Down. He 
was, however, shortly after restored. at the 
instance of Archbishop Usher, whom he de- 
scribes as “a learned and godly man, al- 
though a bishop.” Jn the spring of 1632, 
he was again suspended, and remained un- 
der this act of deposition for two years. 
During this period he endeavoured to mi- 
nister to the spiritual wants of his people at 
Killinchie, but finding that even private la- 
bours could not be tolerated, he went over 
to Scotland, and employed himself in preach- 
ing from place to place, wherever he seem- 
ed to be called in providence. During his 
residence at Killinchie he informs us that 
his stipend never exceeded four pounds 
sterling a year. He paid several visits to 
the brethren in Ireland. In the last of 
these, in February, 1634, he found many 
of the persecuted Presbyterians of Ulster 
disposed to emigrate to New England ; and 
he consented tv go himself as their fore- 
runner, in order to spy out the land. Pro- 
vidence hindered this by means of some de- 
lay in the arrival of his companion, so that 
the ship had sailed when they arrived at 
London. On returning to freland he found 
that he had been restured to the right of 
preaching, during his absence. About this 
same time died Josias Welsh, a grandson of 
Knox, and a preacher of righteousness so 
pungent and alarming, that he was called, 
in the expressive language of the day, The 
cock of the conscience. Mr. Livingston 
was called to witness his departure, and 
heard from his lips much that was edifying. 
Mr. Welsh was tried with sore conflicts in 
this hour, which led the eminent Robert 
Blair, whom we have named above, to say : 
“ See how Satan nibbles at his heel, when 
he is going over the threshold of heaven.” 
After a little time, when Mr. Livingston 
had made use of the expression Vicrory in 
his prayer, the dying man seized his han, 


- bade him pause, clapped his hands and cried 


out “Victory! Vicrory! Victory! 
forevermore !”? and then expired. 
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Mr. Bla and Mr. Livingston were again 
deposed, within six months; but the latter 
continued to preach at Killinchie until the 
autumn of 1635. Shortly after he was ex- 
communicated by order of the Bishop of 
Down. All hopes of religious liberty in 
Ireland having died away, be again turned 
his thoughts towards America. A number 
of persons, among whom were several mi- 
nisters, determined to set sail for New Eng. 
land, and having built a vessel of about 115 
tons at Belfast, they held themselves in 
readiness to go in the spring of 1635. They 
cid not actually sail until the month of Sep- 
tember. The number of passengers for 
America was about a hundred and forty. 
The manner in which this design was dis- 
appointed will be best learned from the au- 
thor’s own words :— 


** We set tosea, and for some space had a fair 
wind, till we were between three and four hundred 
leagues from dreland, and so nearer the banks of 
Newfoundland, than any place of Europe; but if 
ever the Lord spake by his winds aud dispensas 
tions, it was made evident to us, that it was not 
his will that we should goto New England. For 
we met with a mighty heavy rain out of the North- 
west, which did beak our rudder, which we got 
mended, with much of our gallon head, and four 
cross-trees, and tore our foresail, five or six of our 
champlets made up a great beam under the gune 
ner 1oom—door broke; seas came in over the 
round-house. @ud broke a plenk or two in the deck, 
and wet all them that were between the decks; 
we spoung a-leak, that gave us seven hundred 
strokes in two pumps in the balf-hour glass 5 yet we 
lay athull along time, to beat out that storm, 
yet we might be sure in that season of the year we 
would forgather with one or two more of that sort, 
before we could reach New England, After prayer, 
when we were Consulting whatto do, | propounded 
an overture, Wherewih L was somewhat perplexed 
thereafter, viz: ‘That seeing we thought we had 
the Lord's warrant for our intended voyage; hows 
beit it be presumption to propose a sign to him, yet 
we being in such a strait, aud having stood out 
some days already; we might yet for twenty-four 
hours stand to it, and ifin that time he were pleased 
to calm the storm, aud send a fair wind, we might 
take it for his app obation of our advancing; other 
wise that he called us to return.’ To this we all 
agreed, but that day, and especially the night there- 
after, we had the worst storm that we had seen3; so 
that the next morning so soon as we saw day, we 
turned and made good way with a main course 
ant a littl of a foretopsail, and after some tossing 
we came at laston the third of November, toan an- 
chor at Loch-fergus. During all this time, amidst 
such fears and dangers, the most pact of the passen- 
gers were very chi erful and confident. Mr. Blair 
was much of the time weakly, and lay in time of 
storm; [ was sometimes sick, and then my brother 
M'Cleilan only performed duty inthe shin; several 
of those between the decks, being throng, Were sick- 
ly. An aged person and one child died, and were 
buried Inthe sea. Mr. Blair was much affected 
with our retu Ding, and fell in a swoon that day 
we turne | brek, and although we could not imagine 
what to make of that dispensation, yet we wefe 
confident that the Lord would let us see somewhat 
that would abundantly satisfy us. Our outward 
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means were much impaired by this disappointment, 
for we had put most of our stocks in provision, and 
somewhat of merchandize, which we behooved to 
sell at low rates at our return, and had provided 
Ourselves with some servants, for fish ng and build- 
ing of houses, whom we behooved to turn off. That 
which grieved us most was. that we weve like to be 
a mocking to the wicked; but we found the con- 
teary, that the prelates and their followers were 
much dismayed and feared at our return; but nei- 
ther they nor we knew, that within a yea: tne Lord 
would root the prelates out of Scotland, and after 
that out of Eugland and lveland.”—Life, p. 23, 
24, 35. 


In the year 1638 we find Mr. Livings- 
ton at London, whither he had been sent 
with copies of the National Covenant, and 
letters relating to this great and interesting 
transaction. Upon hearing that the king 
had threatened to imprison him, he hastily 
returned to Scotland. 


**T was present (say~ he) at Lanerk, and atseve- 
ral other parishes, when cn a Sabbath after the 
forenoon sermon, the covenant was read and sworn; 
and may truly say, that in all my lifetime, excepe 
one day al the kirk of Shots, \ never saw such mo- 
tions from the Spirit of God; all the people gene- 
nerally, and most willingly concurring; where T 
have seen more than a thousand persons all at once 
lifting up their bands, and the tears falling down 
from their eyes, so that through the whole land, eX- 
eept the professed Papists, and some few who for 
base encis adhered to the prelates, the people uni- 
versally entered into the covenant of God, for re- 
formation of religion, against prelates and ceremo- 
nies.” —p. 28. 


Shortly after this he was called to the 
pastors! charge of Stranrawer, a parish in 
Galloway, a few miles from Portpatrick, and 
therefore conveniently near to his Irish 
friends. Here he remained until he was, in 
the summer of 1648, translated ‘by the 
sentence of the General Assembly’ to An- 
crum in Teviotdale. Great numbers used 
to come over from Irelaud to communions: 
on one occasion five hundred such persons 
were present. Mr. Livingston was a mem- 
ber of the General Assembly at Glasgow in 


1638, which established the reformation of 


religion, and of every fullowing Assembly 
for twelve years, except that of 1640. In 
this year he was sent by order of Presby- 
tery into England, with the Earl of Cassil’s 
regiment. His account of this enterprise 
assures us that *‘the committee of estates 
and general officers” were accustomed to 
convene with the ministers for special prayer ; 
and he speaks of ‘*the presbytery of the 
army: so intimately was religion united 
with all the concerns of life. 


It was very refresh ful to remark,” observes Mr. 
Livingston, “ that afier we came to a quaster at 
night, there was nothing to be heard almost through 
the whole army but singing of psalms, prayer, and 
reading of the Scripture, by the soldiers in their se- 


, ware 


veral tents, and I was informed, there was | 
[much] more the year before, when the army lay 
at Dunse-law. And indeed in all our meetings and 
consultings, both within doors and without in the 
fields, always the nearer the beginning, there was 
so much the more of dependence upon God, and 
more tenderness in worship and walking, but 
through process of time, we still declined more and 
more.’ —p. 30. 


The years following, until 1648, were 
years of spiritual dearth to Ireland. . The 
rebellion and consequent disturbances laid 
waste many parts of that fruitful field. The 
ministers were deposed, banished, and su- 
perseded by hirelings: the abjuration oath 
was urged on the dissenters, and the sword 
of the rebels added new horror to their 
alarms. Various ministers were from time 
to time sent to Ireland by the Scots Assem- 
bly , and Mr. Livingston several times was 
one of the number. His labors were abund- 
ant, especially in 1648, and were such as 
nothing short of conscientious zeal could have 
prompted, 


“ For the most part of all these three months,” 
he informs us, “1 preached every day once, and 
twice on the Sabbath; the destitute parishes were 
many; the hunger of the people was become great, 
and the Lord was pleased to furnish otherwise than 
usually | wont to get athome. I came ordinarily 
the night before to the place where I was to preach, 
and commonly lodged in some religious person's 
house; wheie we were o’ten well refreshed at fa- 
mily exercise. Ustrally I desired no more before | 
went to bed, but to make sure the place of Serip- 
ture I was to preach on the next day. And _ rising 
in the morning, I read four or five hours myself 
alone, either in the chamber or in the fields: after 
that we went to church, and then dined, and then 
voce five or six miles, more or less, to awother pa- 
rish. Sometimes there would be four or five com- 


munions in several places in three months’ time.” 
—Life, p. 34. 





It has just been observed, by anticipation, 
that Mr. Livingston was, in 1648, transla- 
ted to Ancrum. He found the people of 
his new charge tractable, but ignorant, and 
does not speak of his labors among them 
with any peculiar satisfaction. The parlia- 
ment and the church of Scotland determined 
in the ensuing year to send a commission to 
treat with Charles I]. at the Hague. The 
great intent of this transaction was to ex- 
tort from Charles a promise that the reform- 
ation in Scotland should be untouched, and 
even to procure his adhesion to the covenant. 
Mr. Livingston was one of the clerical mem- 
bers of this commission. He entered upon 
the business with great misgivings, arising 
partly from a modest sense of his own inca- 
pacity for diplomatic arts, and partly because 
he had suspicions of the king’s sincerity, and 
doubted his fidelity in relation to any en- 
gagement which he might make. At this 
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time of day, it strikes us as wonderful that 
these suspicions should not have set the whole 
Scottish nation upon their guard against this 
false profligate. The ministers had frequent 
interviews with Charles, and he carried him- 
self, as we might readily auppose a young 

allant of his wiles and expectations would 
ih towards a committee of guileless Presby- 
terians. They were always received kind- 
ly, and had free access at every hour. They 
often urged him to state his scruples respect- 
ing the Covenant, and other parts of the 
treaty, but he never expressed them. From 
time to time, however, there were words and 
occurrences which led these solicitous ser- 
vants of the Church to fear all that was af- 
terwards so lamentably realized. Even on 
the voyage to Scotland, Mr. Livingston was 
not without his fears that the whole Church 
was egregiously trifled with by their un- 
principled monarch. 


* All of a sudden,” says he, “ on the Friday be- 
fore we came ashore in Scotland, Libbertoun comes 
from the king and tells, that the king was :eady to 
swear and subscribe the Covenant. This was sus- 
picious like to some of us, especially seeing some 
other things which should have been granted before 
that, were not then agreed to, anid that the parlia- 
ment in these last instructions, had not desired the 
king’s subscribing and swearing the Covenant, but 
an obligation to do it. But these other things were 
afterwards granted that day. And because ere we 
came out of Scotland, it was desived, that if the 
king Could be moved to swear the Covenant in Hol- 
land, it should be done, the cominissioners resulved 
that they would accept of his swearing and sub- 
scription. It was laid on me to preach the next 
Sabbath, when le should swear it, and to read the 
National Covenant and Solemn League, and take 
his oath ; the which day also we came to anchor at 
the mouth of the Spey. I would gladly have put it off 
till we had been in Sootland, or that some of the 
other two ministers should preach, but ail the test 
pressed most earnestly, urging whata great scandal 
it would be; and how far bonest men would be Gis- 
satisfied, if the king’s offer of swearing the Cove- 
nant should be rejected. According to my softness 
anil silliness of disposition, | was moved to agree.” 


Before this sermon was preached Mr Liv- 
ingston was informed that the king intended 
to modify the oath by certain words added to 
the form at the time of swearing, such as to 
pase any violaton of the English laws. 

e accordingly laid this before the commis- 
sioners, and with them went to Charles and 
assured him that no engagement would be re- 
ceived from him other than the oath already 
submitted and agreed to. Mr. Livingston 
very plainly declares his conviction that the 
guilt of this unadvised admission of a wick- 
ed and faithless king was chargeable not only 
on the commission but the state and the church 
at large. In all these affairs, the good man 
was beyond his element: and no sooner had 
they disembarked then he fell behind the 
king and court, and never afterwards saw 
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Charles, except to take leave of him at Dun- 
dee; where, it should be observed, he used 
all plainness in urging him to save them from 
the assult of the English 
It better suited his temper and desires to 
preach the gospel. Amidst these shakings 
of kingdoms, he was most interested for that 
“kingdom which cannot be moved :” and 
although, in common with all his nation, he 
had erroneous ideas respecting the necessa- 
ry connexion of secular and ecclesiastical 
power, yet the aspect of the Church which 
he most loved to contemplate was that of her 
beauty as the bride of Christ. Thus we 
find him, several years after the English in- 
vasion, rejoicing in a revival of the work of 
God in the land. In various parts, numbers 
were converted by the ministry of the word, 
and the meetings at sacramental seasons 
were much frequented and highly cheering. 
It is agreeable to our ideas of a genuine revi- 
val of religion to find such a record as this ; 
‘¢ A motion being made at one communion, 
about Christians’ honouring God with their 
substance, the gentlemen above named [Sir 
Andrew Ker, Sir William Scot, and others] 
with most of the ministers before mentioned, 
and some few other professors, agreed among 
themselves and subscribed to give a certain 
portion yearly, which came in all to fifty 
pounds sterling a year, and was employed 
only upon distressed Christians, and breed- 
ing of hopeful youth in learning.” 
* Darker and darker was the prospect of 
the Scottish Church from this time forward. 
Our readers can scarcely expect of us a re- 
cital of the attempts made by ( harles to re- 
vive prelacy, and introduce a liturgy. It 
requires a high measure, even of high- 
church zeal, to enable any one to excuse the 
base and unprincipled conduct of the head of 
the Anglican Church. The time chosen by 
him for his treacherous assault was that in 
which Scotland was worn cut by the evils 
of Cromwell’s usurpation, and the methods 
used were the progeny of a subtile genius. 
In 1662 Mr. Livingston attended his last 
communion at Ancrum, and entered upon 
the services with a deep impression of the 
impending trials. The subject of his dis- 
course was chosen with reference to the ex- 
pectation of persecution ; and on the twelfth 
of November he received notice that upon 
the eighteenth day of the same month, he 
and more than a dozen other ministers were 
summoned before the council. On the ele- 
venth of December he made his appearance, 
They tendered to him the oath of allegiance ; 
whicn he peremptorily refused, upon the 
ground that he could not acknowledge the 
king to be “‘ supreme governor over all per- 
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sons, in all causes, both civil and ecclesias- 
tic.” Hereupon they pronounced upon him 
sentence of banishment ; that within forty- 
eight hours he should leave Edinburgh, and 
go to the north side of the Tay, and within 
two months depart out of the king’s domin- 
ious. In April, 1663, he arrived at Rotter- 
dam, where he found the rest of the exiled 
ministers. Here he frequently preached in 
Scotch Churches, until he was disabled by 
infirmities. His death took place upon the 
ninth day of August, 1672. Some of his 
last words were these : ‘I die in the faith 
that the truths of God which he hath helped 
the Church of Scotland to own, shall be own- 
ed by him as truths, so long as sun and moon 
endure: and that Independency, though 
there be good men and well-meaning pro- 
fessors that way, will be found more to the 
prejudice of the work of God than many are 
aware of, for they evanish into vain opin- 
ions. I have had my own faults as other 
men, but he made me always abhor shows, 
I have, 1 know, given offence to many, 
through my slackness and negligence, but 
I forgive and desire to be forgiven. I can- 
not say much of great services, yet if ever 
my heart was lifted up, it was in preaching 
Jesus Christ” After a pause, for he was 
not able to speak much at atime, he said, 
‘¢f would not have people to forecast the 
worst, but there is a dark cloud above Re- 
formed churches, which prognosticates a storm 
coming.” His wife, fearing what shortly 
followed, desired him to take leave of his 
friends. ‘ I dare not,”’ replied he, with an af- 
fectionate tenderness, ‘‘ but it is like our 
parting willonly be fora short time.” And 
then he fell asleep in the Lord. 

The subject of these remarks was a Pres- 
byterian of the old school. He was a pain- 
ful minister, a true hearted patriot, and an 
humble believer. There is no trace of 
sternness, nor of haughtiness in his whole 
history. His conscience was tender, per- 
haps scrupulous, yet he evinces no bitter- 
ness. Through all his life he was a vale- 
tudinarian, being afflicted from his earliest 
years with those nephritic complaints, which 
at last removed him. He tells us that he 
was “ averse to debates, rather given to la- 
ziness than rashness, and easy to be wrought 
upon.” He “ inclined rather to solitariness 
than to company,” and both in private and 

ublic ef en experienced confirmations to his 
Peart of the Lord’s goodness. As a preach- 
er he was considered second to none of his 
contemporaries : vet he speaks of his per- 
formances as hasty and inaccurate. His man- 
ner of preparation was to write a few notes, 


and ‘eave the enlargement to the time of 
delivery. Although a laborious siudent, he 
found that ‘* much study did not so much 
help in preaching, as getting the heart 
brought into a spiritual condition.” “ Ma. 
ny a time,” to use words already cited, « | 
found that which was suggested to me in the 
delivery, was more refreshful to myself, 
and edifying to the hearers, than what I had 
premeditated: yea, sometimes | thought the 
hunger of the hearers helped me more than 
my own preparation.” 

As it regards his progress in learning, he 
speaks with a modesty not unlike that of 
President Edwards upon the same topic : 


“My memory was but weak and waterish, yet 
had L improved it, 1 might have had better use of 
it; for after that I came from the college, I did with 
no great difficulty attain to some tolerable insight 
in the Hebrew, Chaldee, and somewhat also of the 
Syriac : the Arabic | did essay, but the vastness of 
it made me give over I got also so much of the 
French, the Ltalian, and after that of the Low 
Dutch, that I could make use of sundry of their 
books ; and of the Spani-h and High Dutch, that I 
could make use of their Bibles.” ** Now since I 
came to Holland, and so had more leisure than be- 
fore, when J was advising how to employ my time 
to some advantage. | remembered that I had spent 
some of my former days in the study of the Hebrew 
language, and had a great desire that some means 
might be used, thatthe knowledge of the only true 
God might be yet more plentitully bad, both by 
ainisters and professors, out of the original text, 
and for that cause, in as small a volume as might 
be, the original text of the Bible might be printed 
in the one columu, and the several vulgar transla- 
tions thereof, in the Other column in several Bibles. 
Therefore, when I thought what Latin translation 
would be fit to join with the original text for a Latin 
Bible, I found that for the Old Testament, Junius’s 
version varies much from the native phrase and or- 
der of the Hebrew ; and Pagnin’s version, as Mon- 
tavuus hath helped it, Comes indeed near the He- 
brew, but if printed and read alone, in many places 
yields almost no sense; therefore I thought Pag- 
nin’s own translation would be fitter to put in a 
column over against the Hebrew; only that it were 
needful that in several places it might be amended 
out of the later and more accurate translations. 
For this cause much of my time in Holland I spent 
in comparing Pagnin’s version with the original 
text, and with the Jater translations, such as Mun- 
ster’s the Tigurine, Junius, Diodati, the English, 
but especially the Dutch, which is the latest and 
most accurate translation; being encouraged there- 
in, and having the approbation of Voetius, Esse- 
nius, Nethenus, and Leusden; and so through the 
whole Old Testament wrote some emendations on 
Paguin’s translation.” —Page 57. 

In concluding this essay, we shall give 
some account of a discourse which we have 
mentioned above ; and which was delivered 
upon the occasion of Mr. Livingston’s last 
communion at Ancrum, on Monday, Octo- 
ber 13th, 1662. Al! that we can here fur- 
nish is a sketch from the notes of an inaccu- 
rate stenographer. In this mere outline, 
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however, we may observe the tenderness of 
his conscience, the ingenious tact with which 
he illustrates truth, and the courage with 
which he resists innovation. 

After reading to them Matthew x. 32. 
« Whosoever shall confess me before men,” 
&e., he adds, 


“ There are two main ways whereby Satan pre- 
yails over poor creatures; sometimes he allures, 
and at other times he terrifies them. There ave the 
lusts of the flesh, and the love of the world and of 
honour. These engines have a kind of enticing 
quality, and if they fail, he bends up terrors and 
maketh them afraid. Now as an antidote against 
all these, our Lord holds forth the words which we 
have used; and because many are ready to find 
out strange ways to save themselves, their means, 
and their life, he propones it very sharply, * Who- 
soever denieth me before men, him will I deny,’ &c. 
Now this is the most ticklisl: point in all divinity, 
and the rock on which mary beat out their brains. 
Satan waylays people, and euticeth them to deny 
Jesus Christ ; and alas that his influence isso great 
in the time wherein we live. 

“Some think if it were Jesus Christ, and if it 
were a fundamental point they were called to con- 
fess, they would stand for it with life and estate ; 
but it is thought that Christians now stapd upon 
some things that are but fancies and nice serupu- 
losities, and if there be any thing in them, it is but 
a small matter. And shall a man venture his life 
and all upona small thing? Well, if they be none 
of Christ’s small things, let them go: but if they be 
one of his truths, will ye call that a sinall thing ? 
His small things are very great things. Itinight be 
proved to you, that there never was a Controversy 
since the begiuning of the world, even touching the 
most Momentous truths, that was not accounted a 
small thing, while it was an occasion of tial; and 
that the thing which is now become an occasion of 
trial to many, is uo less than the free exercise of 
the kingly office of Jesus Christ, in the discipline 
and government of his house. But some of you 
will say, This is but a matter of discip!ine and gov- 
erument, and why need we make so great ado 
about this? For silencing such objecticns let us use 
this comparison. A gardener is appointed to keep 
his master’s garden, and after a while he casts down 
the rails and hedges about the same. His master 
challenges him for doing so; the other answers, I 
have not nieddied with vour fiuit trees, your flows 
ers, nor your heibs; I have only cast down the ten 
ces, and thatis but a small thing. You possibly 
reckon it so, says his master, but in doing that sinall 
thing, you open a gap for the beasts to come in and 
spoil all. Our blessed Lord Jesus was of another 
mind, when he said, The faithf | servant is faithful 
in a little, and if it be a small thing, the servant 
that is faithful in it doth thereby testify his love to 
his master, as much as in a greater matter, Take 
another similitude. A tenant, in his master’s ab- 
Sence, doth, upon the entreaty of bis neighbor ten- 
ant, give him a butt or a half a ridge of ground ; 
and when, at his master’s return, he is challenged 
for suffering the other to change his march stone, he 
answers, itis but a sinmall thing, Sir, and ye have 
ground enough besides. Would his master accept 
that answer of his hand? Satan always shapes a 
trial, and puts it to such a fiame as he can diaw to 
a small point, and set it, as ye use to say, in aciem 

novaculi, “like a vazor’s edge;” so that many 
think there is little between the two; and yet the 
one Side is a denying of Christ, and the other a 
confessing him. It may be, vou that are the peo- 





ple, think the ministers too peremptory in these days, 

and that We might go on some length, that ye and 

we might abide together; it seems say you, that 

we care little for you, when we will not yield some- 

what. The Lo:d knows whether or not we have 

love to you, and that we could do any thing in our 

power for your welfare; but we dare not exceed 

our instructions. But perhaps you will say, ‘May 
not ministers be silent? What need have they to 
endanger their ministry, their family, aud every 
thing else, by speaking things that they bad better 
forbear? Can they not hold themselves satisfied 
with preaching faith and repentance ?? In so far 
my friends you say well. Faith and repentance 
are very comprehensive duties; and I confess I nev- 
er delighted to hear a man, the most of whose 
preaching is what they call, on the public, and med- 
dling with state matters. But there are times and 
seasons Wherein a man’s silence may bring a curse 
upon his head. As suppose there is a besieged city, 
aud a watchman with a guard set at the west port, 
with a Commission to sound the trumpet whenever 
he seeth any danger; according as it is in Nehe- 
miah iv. and in the third and thirty-thid chapter 
of Ezekiel. Well, he seeth the enemy coming on; 
but instead of holding by his instructions, he marche 
es all his force to the east port, which is the far 
stronger, and where there is oO imminent danger. 
There he stands, where there is none to oppose him, 
and in the mean time the stat ou he was placed in 
is deserted, and the enemy comes in as a flood. 
Just so it is with the man whe will preach only 
against popsry, and meddle with no other centro- 
versies; and it may be, if popery come along, as 
indeed we have reason to believe it will be the next 
trial, then he will preack you good moral doctrine. 
Now, can the man who believes so, be accounted 
faithful? Or can he look for a glad sight of Jesus 
Christ on his death-bed 2” 


-—_~>—- 
ANONYMOUS PAMPHLETS. 


The following article, written by the Editor of 
the Presbyterian, exhibits the true value, which 
should always be set upon 4nonymous Pamph, 
its, when relating to ecclesiastical matters. The 
fact of a pamphiet being anonymous, is, with all 
intelligent men, prima facie evidence, that its au- 
thor, being conscious of having misrepresented 
the motives and conduct, and injured the charec- 
ter of others, dare not encounter the responsibili- 
ty of giving up his name to the public. It ap- 
pears, thet during the past summer, the Presby- 
tery of Carlisle convicted the Rev. Mr. Duffield 
of having taught various errors, in a work, pub- 
lished by him on the doctrine of Regeneration. 
But since that time, some unknown, and eonse- 
quently irresponsible, character, has stepped forth 
as the special advocate of Mr. Duffield, in his 
wayward course of error and folly. After this, 
we should not be surprised, to find some pension- 
ed painphleteer anonymous/y supporting the or- 
thodoxry and integrity of Satan, and as his hum- 
ble apologist, impugning the motives and aspers- 
ing the character of all, who might have the Aar- 
dihood to gainsay and resist him. We trust how- 
ever, that the members of the Presbytery of Car- 
lisle will, notwithstanding the anonymous pamph- 
let, and the abuse which they are receiving from 






























































367 ANONYMOUS 


various quarters in their own church, persevere 
in maintaining the ancient order, government and 
discipline of the Presbyterian Church, and thus 
discharge their solemn duties both to God and the 
souls of men. 


HISTORY OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
CARLISLE PRESBYTERY IN RELATION TO 
A WORK, ENTITLED ‘‘ DUFFIELD ON RE- 
GENERATION 3” 


In a series of Letters from a person pres- 
ent to his friend. 


Such is the title of an octavo pamphlet of 
31 pages, published in this city. It is, of 
course, anonymous: and, if we may be al- 
lowed to judge of its general accuracy, from 
the facts to which the first letter refers, and 
with some of which we happen to be a little 
acquainted, we think we may venture to 
say, that no man in Carlisle possesses suffi- 
cient fortitude to associate his name with 
this production. When a person, professing 
to give a history of proceedings, is so far 
under the sway of party prejudice as to for- 
get the character of the historian, and exhib- 
it, throughout, the character and spirit of a 
special pleader, we can place no confidence 
in his statements. There may be some truth 
in them, or there may be none ct all; we 
cannot tell. But weare sure of one thing ; 
that he designs to make an impression upon 
us wholly favourable to one side, and whol- 
ly to the disadvantage of the other; and 
consequently, that he is prone to suppress 
some things, to aggravate others, and to 
misrepresent the whole. That the anony- 
mous pampbleteer, whose letters are before 
us, has, in this way, ruined the credit of 
his history in the estimation of every can- 
did and discerning mind, is perfectly appa- 
rent. He undertakes to plead the cause of 
Mr. Duffield’s book on every count of the 
charge brought against it by the committee; 
and so earnest is he upon this, that the his- 
tory of the proceedings must stand still, ev- 
ery few paragraphs, until he has formally 
announced the egregious stupidity of Pres- 
bytery, especially of the Rev J. Williams, 
and unfolded to the reader his own profound 
acquaintance with the niceties of metaphys- 
ics, and the depths of theology. Eager, it 
would seem, to display his theological acu- 
men, he enters upon an exposition and de- 
fence of Mr. Duflield’s sentiments, and in 
several instances succeeds in demonstrating 
that, if the opinions condemned by the Pres- 
bytery were not erroneous, bis own, at least, 
are most undoubtedly such. From _preju- 
dice, or perhaps from a kind of topsy-turvy 
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confusion of intellect, he misunderstands the 
received doctrines of our church, as main- 
tained by members of the Presbytery, mis- 
represents them, draws fearful conclusions 
from them, and then shouts over his own infer- 
ences, *‘Horrible doctrine! monstrous! mon- 
strous !".—or not being able to understand a 
phrase, without suspecting that the fault may 
be in himself, he exclaims, * Profound mys. 
ticism! It may pass among the uneducated 
and unthinking, as very learned and very 
deep, but it is to me nothing but dense and 
impenetrable fog.” If we had time, we 
might quote some very curious specimens of 
reasoning from these letters, as well as some 
racy samples of new Divinity. But we 
must pass on, for the present, to do what 
we at first intended, which was to notice a 
charge made against our editorial conduct. 
However, before doing so, we shall detain 
our readers a moment with one quotation, 
in which the writer gives what he calls “a 
birds eye view” of hyper-Calvinista, i, e. 
of the Calvinism of the Carlisle Presbyte- 
ry—and of all the Old School Presbyterians; 
for it is this kind and degree of Calvinism, 
and not that which is really hyper-Calvin- 
istic, which he has forced to sit for the fol- 
lowing caricature. 

‘*Men are first damned for a crime they 
never committed—then damned again for 
doing what they had no power to keep from 
doing—and damned yet once more for not 
accepting the salvation of Christ which was 
not provided for them, but only for the elect, 
and which they had no more power to em- 
brace, than a dead corpse has to walk: and 
I might add, damned yet a fourth time, for 
not having what the Almighty power of 
God must create and put into them.” 

A person of any discernment will readily 
infer from this “ bird’s eye view,” that the 
author rejects the following doctrines :— 
1. The imputation of the guilt of Adam’s 
first sin. 2. That man in his fallen state, 
is unable of himself to keep the law of God. 
3. That Christ died, not for all men alike, 
but for the elect only. 4. That regenera- 
tion is the sole and sovereign work of the 
Holy Spirit. Other passages of the pamph- 
let show that this inference is correct ; and 
yet the author says that he is * decidedly 
Calvinistic!!!"?) When a man avows Lim- 
self an Arminian from conviction, we consid- 
er him erroneous indeed, but we respect his 
candour ; and although we differ from him, 
we will not quarrel with him. Neither 
shall we quarrel with this writer; but we 
shall think his disingenuousness, in pretend- 
ing to hold a system, which he repudiates, 
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misrepresents, and vilifies, as worthy of se- 
vere and decided reprobation. 

In the first letter, and in some other pas- 
sages, the author endeavours to impress the 
readers with the notion, that the proceed- 
ings of Presbytery did not originate in the 
fact, that the Book on Regeneration incul- 
cates several serious errors ; but in a sort 
of family coalition of persons peculiarly re- 
lated to one another, partly by consanguini- 
ty, partly by matrimonial affinity, and partly 
by common participation in personal hostility 
to Mr. Duffield. Among other evidences 
of this curious conspirecy, the Rev. A. M‘- 
Farlane is said to be personally hostile to 
Mr. D., and the writer emphatically re- 
marks, Mr. M. ** is said to be the brother- 
in-law of the editor of The Presbyterian.” 
it is true, that we entertain a very high es- 
teem for Mr. M, as a man of sterling ta- 
lent, unbending integrity, and blameless 
christian character ; but we have not the 
honour of having any nearer family relation- 
ship with him, than we have with Mr. D., 
orany other of the descendants of Noah, our 
common progenitor. ‘Thus one tie of the 
coalition vanishes ; and we have no doubt 
that all the other traces of the supposed com- 
bination are equally imaginary. 

We are charged with the admission of 
certain articles into the colums of -* The 
Presbyterian,” which animadverted upon 
the dsctrines taught in the Book on Rege- 
neration. We did admit them, and we are 
willing to do the same, in relation to any 
book, we care not who may be the author, 
which impugns the doctrines of the Gospel. 
But these articles were “ full of slanderous 
misrepresentations,” and “ illiberal and un- 
christian charges,’ says the Letter-writer. 
A man may call the moon a mushroom if he 
chooses : but his assertion is no proof of the 
fact. We saw nothing in the articles, which 
appeared to us unfair, illiberal, slanderous, or 
unchristian. But, in addition to all other 
offences, we refused to publish a reply to 
these articles, “‘ in vielation both of eaito- 
rial courtesy and liberal feeling, and that too 
when it was not probable, and I think, (says 
the writer,) I may safely say, not possible, 
that he himself could have re ad the book.”? 
{fthe writer erou ids his conjecture, that we 
could not have read the book, upon the sup- 
position that we had it not long enough in 
our possession to perform the task, he is ut- 
terly mistaken. We got a copy of the work 
several weeks before a syllable appeared 
about it in “* The Presbyterian,” and could 
have read it, or at least, an equal quantity of 
matter, seven or eight times over, before the 

Vou. Ix. 
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“ Reply” was offered to us. We are not 
conscious of having transgressed the laws of 
editorial courtesy, in refusing to insert an 
anonymous article, which besides being ve- 
ry long and very stupid, contained such sen- 
timents as we never suffer to pollute the 
colums of our paper, unaccompanied with a 
refutation. We had neither time nor incli- 
nation to write a continuous commentary 
upon the article ; and we publicly assigned 
our reasons for rejecting it, which neither the 
author of the “ Reply’? nor the writer of 
these Letters, (prohably the same person,) 
has ventured to show to be inconsistent with 
courtesy or liberal feeling. We could point 
out an editor, whose courtesy and liberality 
the Letter-writer would not question, who 
refused to publish an article of ours, signed 
by our proper name, and not written as an 
apology for error, nor containing personal 
remarks, but exhibiting a plain defence of 
Gospel truth. But we did not publish a 
pamphlet, to tell the world how uncourteous 
and illiberal he was. We viewed him as 
responsible, not to us, but to his subscribers, 
his conscience, and his God ; and according- 
ly we held our peace. 

But we have done. We have probably 
said more than the oceasion called for ; more 
especially as the pamphlet carries with it, its 
own refutation, in the spirit and matter of 
its contents. It brings a mournful but edi- 
fying proof of the deceitfulness of the human 
heart ; showing us how readily we may be 
blinded to our own defects, while we are 
busily endeavouring to expose what we con- 
ceive to be the defects of others. 


—>—— 


INSTANCES OF DILIGENCE IN READING THE 
SCRIPTURES, 
** Read and revere the sacred page; a page, 
Which not the whole creation could produce, 
Which not the conflagration shall destroy.” 
Young. 

Josephus testifies of his countrymen, that 
if asked concerning the laws of Moses, they 
could answer as readily as to their own names. 
The Bereans are commended for searching 
the Scriptures, ‘Timothy knew the Scrip- 
tures from a child. Aquila and Priscilla 
were so well acquainted with them, that 
they were able to instruct the eloquent Apol- 
los, and ** expound unto him the way of 
God more perfectly.” 

Erasmus, speaking of Jerome, says,— 
‘Who ever learned by heart the whole 
Scripture, or imbibed, or meditated upon it, 
as he did ?? Tertullian, after his couver- 
sion, was engaged night aud day in reading 
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the Scriptures, and got much of them by 
heart. 
The emperor Theodosius wrote out the 


whole New ‘Testament with his own 
hand, and read some part of it every 
day. Theodosius, the second, dedicated 


a great part of the night to the study of the 
Scriptures. George, prince of Tr: :nsylvania, 
read over the Bible twenty-seven times. 
Alphonsus, king of Arragon, re: id the Serip- 
tures over, together with a large commenta- 
ry; fourteen times. 

The venerable Bede is said to have been 
a great reader of the Buble, and that with 
such affection, he often wept over it. Bo- 
naventure wrote out the Scriptures twice, 
and learned most of them by heart. Zuin- 
glius wrote out St Waul’s Epistles, and 
committed them to mem: ry. 

Cornwell, Earl of Essex, in his journey 


to and from Rome, learned all the New 
Testament by heart. Pishop Ridley thus 
attests his own practice, and the happy fruit 


of it : ‘ The walls and trees of my orchard, 
could they speak, would bear witness , that 
ave l learned by heart hy ost ; all t| e epis- 
pol part was : test hry ris oad savor 
thereof, I trust, I shall carry with me to 
heaven.’ 

Dr. Gouge used to read fifteen chapters 
of the Scriptures every day ; five in the 
morning. five after dinner, ‘and five before 
he went to bed. Mr. Jeremiah Whitaker 
usually read all the epi-tles in the Greek 
Testament twice every fortnight. Joshua 
Barnes is said to have read a small pocket 
Bible, which he usually carried about with 
him, a hundred and twenty times over.— 
Mr. Roger Cotton read the whole Bible 
through twelve times in a year. The cele- 
brated Witsius was able to recite almost any 
passage of Scripture in its proper lanouage, 
together with its context ; and the eritic isms 
of the pastcommentators. The learned Fa- 
ther Paul read over the Greek Testament 
with so much exactness, that having accus- 
tomed himself to mark every word, after he 
had fully weighed the import of it, he, by 
going often over it, and vbserving what he 
had passed by in a former reading, grew up 
to such ripeness that every word in the New 
Testament was marked 

Sir Henry Wotton, after his customary 
public dev otions, used to retire to his study, 
and there spend sometime in reading the 
Bible. The excellent Sir John Hartop, i in 
like manner, amidst his other avocations, 
made the book of God so much his study, 
that it lay before him night and day. James 
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Bennell, Fsq., made the Holy Scriptures 
his constant and daily study ; he read them, 
he meditated upon them, he prayed over 
them. M De Renty, a F rench nobleman, 
used to read daily three chapters of the Bj- 
ble, with his head uncovered, and on his 
bended knees. 

Lady Frances Hobart read the Psalms 
over twelve times every year ; the New 
Testament thrice, and the other parts of the 

‘1d Testament once. Susannah, countess of 
Su folk, for the last seven years of her life, 
read the ren Bible over twice annually, 

The celebrated John Locke, for fourteen 
or filteen years, applied himself closely to 
the study of the Holy Scriptures, and em- 
ployed the last period of his life scarcely in 
any thing else. He was never weary of 
admiring the grand views of that sacred book, 
and the just re'ation of all its parts. He eve- 
ry day made discoveries in it, which gave 
him fresh cause of admiration And so earn- 


est was he for the comfort of his friends, and 
the diilusion of sacred knowledge amongst 
them, that even the day before be died, “he 


particularly exhorted all about him to read 
the L/oly Scriptures. is well known re- 
ec mmendation to a person who asked him, 
which was the shortest and surest way fora 
young gentleman to attain to the true know- 
lenge of the Christian religion, in the full 
and just extent of it, he replied :—*« Let 
him study the Holy § Scriptures, especially 
the New Testament. Therein are contain- 
ed the words of eternal life. It hath God 
for its author—selvation for its end—and 
truth, without any mixture of error, for its 
matter !”? 

The Rev. William Romaine studied no- 
thing but the Bible for the last thirty or for- 
ty years of his life. A poor prisoner bei ing 
coufined in a dark dungeon, was never in- 
dulged with a light, except for a short time 
when his food was brought to him ; he used 
then to take his Bible, and read a chapter, 
saying, he could find “a mouth in the dark, 
when he could not read. Henry Willis, a 
farmer, aged 81, devoted almost every hour 
that could be spared from his labour, ‘during 
the course of so long a life, to the devout 
and serious , rusal of the Holy Scriptures. 
He had read, with the most minute atten- 
tion, all the beskks of the Old and New Tes- 
tament, eight times over ; and had proceed- 
ed as far as the book of Job in his ninth 
reading, when his meditations were termi- 
nated by death. The Shepherd of Salisbury 
Plain, by Mrs. Hannah More, (which is no 
Ectivn ,) in a conversation which he had with 
a Mr. Johnson, gives the following pleasing 
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account of himself: ‘* Blessed be God, that 
[ learned to read when I wasa boy. [ be- 
lieve there has not been a day for the last 
thirty years that I have not peeped into my 
Bible. If we cannot find time to read a chay D- 
ter, we may to read a verse ; andas single 
text well meditated upon, and put in prac- 
tice every day, would make a considerable 
stock at the end of the year, and would be 
a little golden treasury. If children were 
thus brought up, they would come to ask 
for their text as they do for their meals. I 
have led but a lonely life, and have often 
had but little to eat, bat my Bible has been 
meat, drink, and company to me ;—and 
when want and trouble have come upon 
me, I don’t know what I should have done, 
if] had not had the promises of that book for 
my stay and support. 

"It has been the regret of several eminent 
men at the close of life, that they have not 
studied the Scriptures with greater assiduity. 
Salmasius, who was one of the most con- 
summate scholars of his time, saw cause to 
exclaim bitterly against himself. ¢ Oh,’ said 
he, ‘I have lost a world of time !—time, the 
most precious thing in the world! Had I 
but one year more, it should be spent in pe- 
rusing David’s Psalms, and Paul’s Epis- 
tles /—Oh sirs,’ said he, to those about 
him, ‘ mind the world less and God more! 

The Rev. James Hervey, at the close of 
life, said, ** 1 have been too fond of reading 
every thing valuable and elegant that has 
been penned in our owa language ; but 
were | to renew my studies, | woul take 
my leave of the se accomp ahes trifle s; I 
would res ign the deli cht of modern eloquence, 
and devote my attention to the Si aiaban 
of truth. I would sit with m uch greater 
assiduity at my Divine Master's feet, and 
desire to know nothing in comparison of Je- 
sus Christ, and him crucified.’ Dr. Samuel 
Johnson, on his death-bed, particularly ex- 
horted Sir Joshua Reynolds, * to read the 
Bible, and to keep h ly the Sabbath-day.’ 

I shall close this article with the declara- 
tion of two highly accomplished scholars, in 
favor of the Bible. The first is that of the 
renowned John Selden, whom Grotius calls, 
“the glory of the English nation.”  Sel- 
den had taken a deliberate survey of all 
kinds of learning, and had read, perh Ips, as 
much as any man ever did, yet at the close 
of life he solemaly declared to Archbish »p 
Usher, that © there was no book in the uni- 
verse, upon which he could rest his soul, 


but the Bible.” The other is the well 
known declaration of that wonderful ling: list, 
Sir William Jones, who deliberately made 
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the following entry in the fly leaf of hi® 
Bible: “I have regularly and attentively 
read the Holy Scriptures, and am of opin- 
lon, that this volume, indepe sndently of its 
divine origin, contains more sublimity and 
beauty, more pure mortality, more important 
history, and finer strains of poetry and elo- 
quence, than can be collected from all other 
books, in whatever language or age they 
have been composed !” 


— 
[From the New-York Observer.] 
LETTER FROM FRANCE. 


Bo.sec, (Lower Seine,) July ®, 1832, 


Conversion of a Catholic Village in the 
Kingdom of Bavaria. 

For some years a remarkable opposition 
has been manifested in Germany to the doc- 
trines and authority of the Romish church ; 
and a preparation seems to have been made 
for another Reformation in this cradle of the 
Protestant faith. You have doubtless heard 
that the Catholic priests, Gosner, Lindl, 
and others, have publicly renounced Popery, 
and embraced the pure an! true Gospel. In 
Austria, whole parishes have thrown off the 
yoke of the Romish church. In Prussia and 
in other countries of Germany, the tendency 
towards a reform is daily becoming more ap- 
parent ; and in the dutchies of Baden and 
Nassau several hundred priests have pres 
sented petiti ons for the abolition of the celi- 
bacy of the clerg ry and other rules of the 
In all these cases, it is 
worthy of particular notice, that the Brate 
has been at the found ition of the movements, 
the study of this book having prompted to 
the measures which have been pursued. 

To the cheering facts referred to above, 
we may now add, that in the kingdom of 
Bavaria, nearly the whole population of a 
large village have recent! ly separated them- 
selves from the see of Rome, under the guid 
ance of their spiritual pastor. This event 
! some sensation in Germany — 
It has been spoken of in many of the Ger- 
man journals, as well as in the religious 


Ro nish Cc ht irch 


has pro luce: 


journals of Franee and Switzerland, and as 


i have in my possession some interesting 
details, 1 have concluded to communicate 
a to you for inserti ym in the NVew- 
York Observer » persua led that your read- 
ers will find in them new occasion to 
glorify God, and new hopes for the tri- 
umphs of the Gospel over the errors of Po- 
e ry. 

There is in Bavaria a small colony, found- 
ed about a century ago, in a marshy tract om 
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the Danube, called the Donau-Moos. The 


industry and art of man succeeded at length 
in reclaiming this district, which ts i 
about thirty-tw O square leagues, lying r along 
the banks of the river, and colonists hav ing 
been invited to settle upon it, they soon be- 
came so numerous, that the district was over- 
stocked with inhabitants, and much misery 
ensued. In the midst of this country is 
found the village of Carisuutp, whi 
the subject of the present notice. The co- 
lonists of this village were miserzbly poor, 
living in huts no better than those of the 
Greenlanders, and subsisting chiefly on po- 
tatoes, while even of this article thete sup- 
ply was often very scanty. The village had 


eh 1S 


een deprived ry a long time of a church 
and a pastor, 2 and at lenoth was annexed to 
another parish far distant, and the 
which was by roads almost impassible, The 
ecclesiastical authority had repeatedly sent 
priests to Carishu uld, ‘but they Ys not ert 
the means of subs istence, had felt themselves 
compelled to desert the post, so that these 
uphap py colonists whose number was more 


access to 


than nine hundred, re mi ined for three years 
deprived of spiritual aid. It will tg sh be 
conceived that immc rality, infidelity, and 


every species of disorder sprung up as a ne- 
cessary consequence. At length when the 
Bishop of Augsburgh made a visitation tour 
through his diocese. the inha bitants of C arls- 
huld th rew themselves at his feet and im- 
plored him with tears to send them a spirit- 
ual guide. The Bishop promised to atte nd 
to their request, and not long after sent 
them Mr. Lurz, a priest of the Romish 
church. This was in the year 1826, 

This worthy servant of Christ had form- 
ed his sentiments from a diligent study of the 
New Testament, and far from confining bim- 
self to saying the mass, and rep eating Latin 
pray ers which his flock could not understand, 
he preached to them in their own language 
several times a week, gave them catecheti- 
cal instruction, established a school in the 
village, and a popular library, and in short, 
spared no pains to enlighten them and lead 
them. to the knowledge of Jesus Christ.— 
But, during the first years of his ministry, 
all his efforts see med to be utte rly lost. The 
population of Carlshuld, ignorant, immoral 
add brutish, heard their pastor without de- 
siring to understand his exhortations, and 
showed no care to make any practical im- 

rovement of their privileges. At length, 
setae in the spring of 1828, a revival 
commenced in the parish. The emotion pro- 
duced by the evangelical preaching of Mr. 
Lutz was sometimes so strong that it burst 
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forth in the religions assemblies in tears and 
groans, Many of the inhabitants felt the 
need of the pardon of their sins, of the peace 
of God, and of a holy life. They hungered 
and thirsted for the word of God P and time 
has shown that these feelings were not the 
fruit of a momentary excitement, but of 
real and durable conversions. These con- 
verts have prove d themselves faithful sub- 
jects, industrious laborers, affectionate hus- 
‘bands, and especially they have manifested 
much anziety for the spiritual welfare of 
their children. Among the means whieh 
have been blessed for the awakening of souls, 
the worthy Lutz points out, in particular, 
the enlisting of the people in works of chris- 


tian benevolence, the perusal of religious 


books and pamphi ‘ts, but especially, the 
study of the N Testatament. Mr. Lutz 
having himself experienced its powerful in- 
flue: determined, in spite of the obstacles 
which the Romish authority threw in his 
way, to place the Bible in the hands of the 
n ware rs of his church. The inhabitants 


thus had in their houses the 
which they heard from the pulpit, and they 
applied themselves zealously to the study of 
it. Men of adult age were desirous of 
learning to read that they might peruse the 
word of God. Many learned by heart not 
only chapters, but whole epistles and gos- 


same Gospel 


pels. These studies were a great ble SSID 
to the colony, and Mr. Lutz often cried out 
in the joy of his heart: I thank thee, O 


Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
thou hast hid these things from the wise and 
prudent and hast revealed them unto babes.” 
- XI. ZO 

These pre cious fruits of the faithful preach- 
ing of Mr. Lutz were not obtained without 
much opposition and some sore trials; for, 
as St. Paul says, ‘‘all they who will live 
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.’ 
(2, Tim. i. 12.) The Catholies in the 
neighborhood of the parish of Carlshuld 
plotted and intrigued against the worthy 
Lutz: they impu ted to him faults o fall kinds, 
and sent complaint upon complaint to the 
ecclesiastic suthoritie s. The bishop of Augs- 
knew his innocence: but not wishing 
or daring to sustain him, on account of his 
doctrines, which so nearly res¢ mbled those 
of the reformation, he chose a middle course, 
as weak minds always do, and ordered Mr. 
Lutz, to quit Carlshuld, and go to another 
station, fur remote. No sooner was thissad 
news known to the inhabitants of the vil- 
Jage than it produced a lively grief. They 


burg 


petitioned against the removal of their faith- 
ful pastor, and some heads of families went 
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in person to Munich to solicit permission of 
the king of Bavaria to keep him. But 
their prayers were not heard ; the deputies 
of the colony were not even received into 
the presence of the monarch, and Mr. Lutz 
was threatened with being driven away by 
force, if he did not quit the parish instantly. 
These facts occurred in the year 1831. Mr. 
Lutz retired, accompanied by the regrets 
and the tears of a great part of his flock ; 
but he did not choose to accept another place, 
believing that the Lord had plainly called 
him to Carlshuld and no where else. See 
here (let me observe in passing) one of the 
effects of the deplorable union of church and 
state. The political authority arroyates to 
itself the right of separating violently a pas- 
tor from his flock, and pays no heed to the 
just remonstrances of an afflicted people. 
‘You are more happy in the United States. 
The civil power cannot take from you the 
pastor whom you love, nor separate those 
whom God hath joined! 

Mr. Lutz, on quitting Carlshuld, retired 
to the estate of his family, and thence ad- 
dressed a letter to his parishioners, which 
has been printed, under the title, “* A word 
of exhortation, prayer, and consolation, 
to my former parishioners in the Donau- 
Moos.” This letter breathes throughout 
the pure spirit of the Gospel, and bears the 
impress of a touching love and fidelity. 
** My dearly beloved,” says Mr. Lutz, ** it 
is the holy and incomprehensible will of God 
our Saviour that the relations which have ex- 
isted between us for nearly five years should 
now cease! My heart is rent with grief, for 
neither you, nor I had any idea of sucha 
aseparation. T had, on the contrary, deter- 
mined to share with you joys and sorrows, 
poverty and want, scorn and contempt, to 
walk by faith in our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
leading you in the way of life, and dwelling 
in the midst of you until the Lord should re- 
move me to the peaceful habitations of eter- 
nity, to the kingdom of his glory, But the 
providence of God has decided otherwise. 
However, it is only externally, and for a 
few days, that we are separated. We are 
still members of one body, of which Jesus 
is the head ; and already here below we are 
one in Him., and in the future world we 
shall be one visibly and forever: of this 1 
am assured.” After this introduction, Mr. 
Lutz calls his parishioners to witness that he 
has announced to them the whole counsel 
of God, and that this preaching of the Gos- 
pel has been blessed to many souls ; he ex- 
horts them to remain faithful, and not to lis- 
ten to any other doctrine, even if it should 
be preached by an angel from heaven. He 
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then states the fundamental doctrines of 
Christianity, and expresses the hope that 
they will be always present to their thoughts. 
He tells them that man is by nature a sin- 
ner, deserving eterna) punishment, that he 
cannot be justified by his works, that he 
needs a Saviour, and a complete regenera- 
tion by the Holy Spirit. ‘ My dearly be- 
loved,”’ he says in conclusion, * be assured 
the Lord will not fail to perfect in you the 
work of faith which he has begun. God is 
my witness that I cherish you all with a cor- 
dial affection in Jesus Christ. So long as 
Jesus my Saviour lives, so long shall my 
love for you endure. My most ardent de- 
sire for you, and my most earnest prayer is, 
that your love and knowledge may abound 
more and more. Take heed that you be 
not drawn away by the errors of the wick- 
ed. Pray forme! and you my dear young 
converts in particular, I entreat you, pray 
for me! I have a peculiar affection for you. 
My greatest pleasure, my sweetest joy has 
always been in your society, and the re- 
membrance of you, will be to the end of my 
life one of my dearest consolations. Keep 
then in your hearts what you have learned, 
and pray for me.” 

At the time when Mr. Lutz wrote this 
letter, he had not determined to found a sep- 
arate church. But at length, after much 
struggle and prayer, strengthened by the 
Spirit of the Lord, he decided on taking 
this important step. 

On the 15th December, 1831, the inhab- 
itants of Carlshuld being assembled, more 
than seven hundred among them declared 
their wish to separate themselves from the 
Romish church ; and three days after, Mr. 
Lutz himself avowed that he no longer re- 
cognized the authority of the Holy See, and 
that he had no other master than Jesus 
Christ, and no other guide than the Word 
of God. About two hundred others have 
since joined themselves to the seceders. 

This new church, sensible that it was its 
duty to testify its faith publicly before the 
Christian world, published at the beginning 
of the present year its confession of faith. 
Such a declaration was also necessary to re- 
fute the calumnies which were heaped upon 
the church and its pastor. Before entering 
into the particulars of their religious creed, 
this new church express a firm purpose to 
persevere in the paths of the Gospel. ‘“ Be 
not offended,” they say, ‘* because the Lord 
hath shown his divine power among us, 
obscure persons, who are neither rich nor 
learned, but poor colonists of Donau-Moos, 
collected from all the countries of Germany 
and settled here in misery and disgrace. 
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The Lord often passes by a Jerusalem to 
reside in a Bethlehem or a Nazareth. 
While he was upon the earth, and clothed 
with our nature, no one was too obscure for 
his notice ; he had pity upon all, and it was 
precisely those who were despised and lost, 
that he selected as the most suitable subjects 
for special kindness.”” These worthy Chris- 
tians thus express their gratitude for the Bible: 
‘*Oh!”’ they exclaim, *“ what do we not 
owe to the Word of God. Whata treasure 
of truth and wisdom, what a source of con- 
solation and eternal life for him who reads it 
and studies it, having the eyes of the under- 
standing opened! In this book we have 
found Christ. and in Christ we have found 
eternal life. What reason had David to say : 
‘Thy word is a lamp to my feet, and a 
light to my paths.’ In our day, it is espe- 
cially necessary to seek for the true founda- 
tion of faith, justification, and eternal life ; 
for, while one part of Christendom is losing 
itself more and more in infidelity, the other 
is plunging deeper and deeper into supersti- 
tion. These two enemies meet and rend 
each other with fury. It was so in the 
times of Jesus Christ and the Apostles ; 
and our only escape must be in a resort to 
that which then proved so effectual, the sim- 
ple and apostolic preaching of the Gospel, 
the doctrine of the cross.” After these pre- 
liminary observations comes the confession 
of faith of the church of Carlshuld. It is in 
accordance with the confessions of faith of 
the Protestant churches upon the most es- 
sential points, such as original sin, salvation 
by grace and not by works, &c. With 
these, however; are found some remains of 
the old leaven of Catholicism. The confes- 
sion maintains, for example, the necessity of 
auricular confession, the doctrine of pur- 
gatory, the hierarchy of bishops and priests, 
&c. There is some hay and stubble in the 
foundation, but, thanks to God, it is stull 
strong, and every thing encourages the hope 
that the Christians of Carlshuld will free 
themselves more and more from the rubbish 
of the Romish superstitions. 
The publication of this confession of faith 
places Mr. Lutz ina singular and difficult 
sition. On one side, he has severed all 
the ties which attached him heretofore to 
the Romish church, and he can expect from 
the Catholic clergy nothing but hatred and 
ersecution. On the other band, the mem- 
se of the Lutheran Communion will not 
recognize him or his flock as belonging to 
their church, because the confession of faith 
is different in several points from the con- 


fession of Augsburg: so that Mr. Lutz finds 
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himself separated from all the churches 
legally known in the kingdom of Bavaria, 
This state of things wold create no difficulty 
in a country where church and state are 
separated ; but in Bavaria, it presents ob- 
stacles almost insurmountable. Mr. Lutz 
was even put in prison, accused of bein 

an arch enthusiast. His friends succeded 
in having him released, after much effort, 
but he has been succeed as pastor of the 
church of Carlshuld by one of his friends, 
The new parish has since increased in num- 
bers and they show much faith and a sincere 
desire to persevere in the ways of the Gos- 

el. 

Such was the state of things when I last 
heard. It is probable that this is only the 
beginning, and that the new reformation 
will extend more and more, not only in the 
province of Bavaria, but in the differant coun- 
tries of Germany. The power of the Pope 
is undermited everywhere, even in his own 
states. ‘The people even there, have revol- 
ted against him. The sovereign pontiff, 
Gregory XVI. has published a fulminating 
bull in which he excommunicates several 
thousand persons in the territory of St Peter. 
This revolt of the proper subjects of the Pope 
is a curious affair; but I will not now enter 
into details respecting it; for I purpose soon 
to devote an entire letter to an explanation 
of the present religious and political situation 
of the pontiff of Rome. Iam, &c, 

G. ve F, 


—> —- 
From the Orthodox Presbyterian. (Ireland.) 
SYNOD OF ULSTER. 


The late annual meeting of this body is 
perhaps the most important that has been 
held for a century, whether we regard the 
harmonious, Christian spirit in which its bu- 
siness was conducted, or the important mea- 
sures that were adopted. _ Before entering 
on the ordinary business of the Synod, it 
was unanimously agreed, that a portion of 
each day should be spent in devotional ex- 
ercises, particularly with reference to the af- 
flictive pestilence with which it has pleased 
God to visit these lands. The time ap- 
pointed was six o'clock in the morning— 
the services were conducted by two of the 
brethren every day—-and each of them sung 
a psalm, read and expounded a portion of 
the Scriptures, and then prayed—and it was 
delightful to find the large place of worship 
generally filled, at so early an hour, every 
morning, by the Ministers of the Synod and 
others who- met to worship with them. 
These exercises seemed to cast a hallowed 
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influence over all the other proceedings of 
the body. The first case of general inter- 
est that occupied attention was that of Mr. 
M’Clean, formerly of Newtonhamilton. He 
had been under trial by his Presbytery for 
cross misconduct, and having found that it 
was their intention to suspend or degrade 
him, he contrived to induce a few of his 
congregation to sign a document, declaring 
their intention of withdrawing from the Syn- 
od, and uniting themselves with the Remon- 
strants. ‘This was not signed by one of the 
Elders, nor was the proceeding generally 
known to the congregation. Yet on this 
document being presented to a Remonstrant 
Presbytery, they affected to receive him un- 
Jer their care ; andthe Remonstrant Synod 
have so far countenanced this foul deed, that 
they have actually appointed a commission 
to 0 to the place, enter a meeting-house 
which does not belong to them, and go 
through a mock trial of a man who is sus- 
pended by the Synod from all ministerial du- 
ties. Such an act of wanton insult toa 
church already much injured, has not per- 
haps occurred before in the province of Uls- 
ter. And this attempt at screening a min- 
ister from the censures of his church, and 
depriving a congregation of their place of 
worship, is to be perpetrated by men who 
have made the kingdom ring with loud 
praises of their own purity and liberality. 
The Synod have appointed a committee, in 
conjunction with the Presbytery of Armah, 
to watch these disgraceful proceedings, and 
take such steps as may appear to them to be 
necessary. 

The next important subject that engaged 
the attention of the Synod, was subscription 
to the Westminster Confession of Faith. 
This subject was long and ably discussed, 
when at length it was moved and carried, 
that every candidate for the ministry should 
declare bis reception of the doctrines of the 
Confession, in the spirit of them, at the same 
time leaving it in the power of any candid- 
ate to object to the particular phraseology in 
which they are expressed, and to submit his 
difficulties to the Synod, who would judge 
whether they were of sufficient importance 
to prevent his being acknowledged as a 
Minister of the Synod. With this decision 
we were much gratified. ‘The great prin- 
ciple of subscription is recognized—so is the 
Westminster Confession—yet liberty is 
granted to any one that scruples, and a fair 
opportunity will be afforded to him to state 
his peculiar views. No method could have 
been devised, promising so fair to guard the 
purity of the church, and, at the same time, 
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the liberty of the candidate. The time oc- 
cupied with this important measure left nuch 
less than could have been desired for the re- 
maining business of the Synod. Some tub- 
jects, of deep interest to the body, were de- 
ferred till the next annual meeting. There 
was one, however, that demanded immedate 
attention, the introduction of a bill in the 
House of Commons, by which the liberty 
of celebrating marriages is purposed, to z 
great extent, to be withdrawn from the Min- 
isters of the Synod and other Presbyterian 
bodies. ‘The author of the bill is said to be 
Mr. Ruthven, the member for Downpatrick, 
who is reported on a former occasion to have 
foully misrepresented the Synod, and now 
is endeavoring to inflict upon it pains and 
penalties, He wishes it henceforth to be a 
misdemeanor, for which a Presbyterian 
Minister will be subject to transportation, 
if he shall marry any person of another de- 
nomination to one of bis own hearers. This 
is the first attempt that has been made to in- 
flict penalties on Presbyterians since the ac- 
cession of the House of Brunswick. The 
matter of this unjust bill has been intrusted 
to a committee of the Synod. 

The last subject of general interest that 
was discussed related to the new Board of 
isducation. The Synod remained faithful 
and protested against its enactments. It is 
now, after much difficulty, distinctly ascer- 
tained, that the Board will mot allow the 
use of the Scriptures to Protestant children 
during school hours. All, therefore, who 
join it, unite themselves with a society by 
whom the word of God is interdicted. We 
therefore continue to say, ‘*O my soul, come 
not thou into their secret; unto their as- 
sembly, mine benour, be not thou united.” 

During the sitting of the body, we often 
lamented the very small attendance of El- 
ders. Something should be done to secure 
their presence at our church courts. Their 
expenses ought surely to be paid by their 
respective sessions, as we fear the want of 
support has contributed to keep away many 
whose hearts were with us. 

ennatpease 


PRESBYTERIAN SECESSION SYNOD. 


The Presbyterian Secession Synod met in 
Cookstown, on Tuesday, the 3d instant. 
An able sermon from Isaiah 52d chap. and 
verse vil was preached on the occasion, by 
the Rev. Isaiah Steen, late Moderator. The 
Rev. Thomas Reid, of Randalstown, was 
chosen Moderator for the present year. The 
evening meeting of Synod was set apart for 
devotional exercises. It was agreed also, 
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that a part of Thursday morning should be 
apprepriated to the same object. Wednes- 
day was chiefly employed in receiving the 
reports of Presbyteries. On the motion of 
the Rev. R. Hawthorne, measures were 
adopted for the purpose of securing a gene- 
ral attendance of Elders at Meetings of Sy- 
nod. A great portion of Thursday was ta- 
ken up in the investigation of the case of 
Mr. Harkness, of Sandholes. After several 
members had expressed their sentiments, the 
decision at which the Synod arrived was, 
that he should be suspended sine die. The 
evening meeting was occupied in framing 
rules and regulations for the management of 
the Widows’ Fund. The greater part of 
Friday was occupied in hearing an appeal 
from Mr. Fulton, of Stranorlar, against the 
decision of Committee appointed by the Sy- 
nod at its last meeting, to investigate cer- 
tain charges affecting his character. After 
much discussion, in the course of which se- 
veral speeches of great ability were elicited, 
sentence of ‘‘ suspension sine die,” was 
pronounced. The Synod’s * Home Mis- 
sion” was among the most agreeable of its 
subjects of deliberations. This was the bu- 
siness of Friday evening. The Secretary 
read the report of the past year: a plan for 
rendering the Mission more efficient, was 
adopted ; and several speakers addressed 
the house in a very animated and pleasing 
manner. ‘The Synod then closed, to hold 
its next meeting in Coleraine,--Jbid. 
inuiitmain 
SYNOD OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, COMMONLY CALLED COVENAN- 
TERS. 


The Annual Meeting of this Synod was 
held in Belfast, on Tuesday, the 10th of 
July, and the following days—it was open- 
ed at twelve o'clock, noon, with a sermon 
by the Rev. John Black, M. D., Delegate 
from the American sister churches, from 
Psalm cxvii. 3. 6—* Jerusalem is built asa 
city that is compact together, &c. Pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem ; they shall prosper 
that love thee.” 

After the discourse, the Rev. John Alex- 
ander, the late Moderator, constituted the 
Synod with prayer. The Rev. Thomas 
Houston, of Knock-bracken, was unanim- 
ously appointed Moderator for the present 
rear. It was then agreed, that, on account 
of the public calamities wherewith it has 
pleased Almighty God to visit the nations, 
and especially because of the pestilence that 
is spreading throughout the land, an eniire 
session of Synod should be dedicated to 


prayer, and other devotional exercises, and 
two hours each day, one in the morning, 
and another in the evening, should be appro- 
priated toa similar purpose. The Rev. Stew. 
art Bates, Kelso, was received asa Dele. 
gate from the Reformed Synod in Scotland. 
The Rev. William Henry, of Newtownards, 
who had, during the last season, gone as a 
Delegate from the Synod to the Reformed 
Synod in America, gave an interesting ac- 
count of his mission. Mr. B. mentioned, 
that the Draught of a Mutual Bond and 
Covenant, which he had carried with him, 
had been attentively considered, and that it 
was proposed to make further arrangements 
respecting it, at the next meeting of the 
American Synod, in 1633. 

The Rev. Stewart Bates, the Scottish 
Delegate, gave an account of the state of 
the Covenanting Church in Scotland. At 
present it contains 30 congregations, 25 of 
which have fixed Pastors. A subject of 
great importance, relative to the power of 
the Civil Magistrate, circa sacra, was 
postponed till next meeting in 1833.—Ibid. 


—~-—- 


FAITH. 


Faith knits the heart to a holy Head, a 
pure Lord, the spring of purity; and there- 
fore cannot chuse but make it pure: it isa 
beam from heaven, that raises the mind to 
a heavenly temper. Although there are 
remains of sin in a believing soul, yet it is 
a hated wearisome guest. It is not there 
as its delight, but as its greatest grief and 
malady ; of that it is still complaining, la- 
menting, and had rather be rid of it than 
gain a world. Christ is that angel that 
hath much ‘* sweet odour to mingle with 
the prayers of the samts.” He purifies 
them with his own merit and intercession, 
and so makes them pleasing unto the Father. 

How ought our hearts to be knit to Him, 
by whom we are brought into favor by Him, 
in whom we obtain all the good we recieve, 
and in whom all we offer is accepted! in 
Him are all our supplies of grace and hopes 
of glory.— Leighton. 

——— 
ECCLESIASTICAL NOTICE. 

Through inadvertance we neglected to publish in 
a former number, the admission of Mr. James 
Strang, a preacher from the U. A. Synod of Scot- 
land, by the Associate Presbytery of Albany, at 
their meeting, August I4th. 

The same Presbytery did also on the 26th of 
September, admit as a preacher of the gospel, Mr. 
John Adams, from the Associate Synod of Scotland. 
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NOTICH TO PATRONS. 
Communications, Subscriptions for the work, and ren 
money, should be addressed either to the subs 
Rev. Janes wp tae = : : % 4 : 4 pe ea 
Persons visiting the City, and wishing to pay their subscriptions, 
can, in the peta of the wobiepitiees war ph to Mr. Anpney. 
Wuire, at the old stand, No. 71 State-street, who is authorised to 
receive money for the Monitor and give is. Ee 
CHAUNCEY WEBSTER. 

Albany, N. Y. June, 1832, : ced 


‘Tennis $2 00 per annum, payable in advance or at the annual of the “ , 4 1 


__ 0¢7 It is proper for us to.acknowledge the promptness of a great proportion © 
of the subscribers to the Monitor in remitting payment for their subscriptions. 
From the experience we have had in connection with the periodical press, we he-_ 
sitate not to affirm a full belief that there is neither a newapaper, nor a periodical, © 
in the United States,the great body of whose subscribers pay more promptly than _ 
those of the Monitor ; but nevertheless its circulation ia limited, and owing toa 
variety of causes, much remains unpaid, and we have been under the necessity - 


wo ee 
~t58 2 





of striking a number of names, from whom we have reccived nothing in a series v 
of years, from our subscription list. This will explain to some the reason why = 


the Monitor no longer comes to them. It is with reluctance we adopt this 
measure ; but no other means seems to present itself, without serious objections, 
it will be seen, by a reference to the minutes of Synod, that its next annual © 
meeting will not take place till October, 1833 ; it is, therefore, hoped that those - 
wlio owe for the 8th, or any previous volume of the Monitor, will remit the 
amount of their-dues by mail. 
Every succeeding year demonstrates the utility, and we may add necessity, of © 
such a work as the Monitor, in the Associate Church ; and this is so generally — 


believed and acknowledged by-our people, as to supersede the necessity of dwe- © a 
ling upon it. We therefore submit to each subscriber, whether he car better 
serve the cause of truth, than by procuring one additional subscriber: surely each. , 


ol has ree friend with whom he has sufficient inflaence to induce him to take | 
the work. : 
Of the character and design of this work, it’ is unnecessary to speak. - It has 
been_eight years before the Christian public ; with them we leave it, with earnest 
solicitations to the Great Head of the church, that he may be pleased to preserve it 
from becoming a vehicle of error, and bless it as an instrument of good to his © 
cause and people. 
Ausany, June, 1832. 
AGENTS. 


j Q@ All ministers and preachers of the Associate Church. 
In addition to the ministers and itinerating preachers of the Associate church, who are authorize. ) 
to teceive subscriptions and money, and give receipts, the following persons are authorized to act «3 
agents: : 


Wm. Stevenson, Jun., Cambridge, Washington = Wm. M. Goodwillie, Barnet, Vt. 


Co. N. Y¥. Rev. A. Whyte, Jr., Baltimore, Md. 
Joseph M’Clelland, New-York City. Andrew Munro, Canonsburgh, Pa. 
George M’Queen, Esq. Schenectad y- John M’Cleary, York, Livingston Co. N. Y. 
A. Bachop, Argyle, ashington Co. N. Y. Philip Watts, Shelbyville, Ky. 
Wm. Dickey, Pittsburgh, Pa. James Galloway, Jr., Xenia, Ohio. 
John Smart, Huntingdon, Pa. James Willson, Esq. Oxford, Pa. 
_ Subscribers in Indiana, Hlinois, and Missouri, are to make payment to the Synod’s Mis- 


sionaries, who will also receive and forward the names of new subscribers. 
Agents or others tay enclose money to us at our risk, and at our expense where more than $5 is en- 


1 A number of extra eopiee of the 9th volume are being printed under the expectaticn that they will 





